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Huskers come out 
flat in 30-28 loss 
to Northwestern 


| think everybody in the sportswrit- 
ing profession in Nebraska probably feels 
the same way at this point of a 3-5 season 
in which the total deficit is a combined 13 
points and the difference between 8-0 and 
3-5 is a couple minutes of better executed 
football. 

“We are so close,” junior wide receiver 
and captain Jordan Westerkamp said af- 
ter Saturday’s 30-28 loss. “In the first half, 
our D had some great stops early and we 
weren't able to capitalize. We had some 
pretty big drops that could have changed the 
game. J ust little mistakes. It would be a dif- 
ferent ball game if we can clean those up. 
We had our chances all over the place. We 
just weren't able to capitalize. If you do that, 
it will hold the offense back and that was 
evident today.” 

Former Coach Bo Pelini would have 
killed for such close losses in his tenure as 
he likely still would be the head coach of the 
Huskers if that had been the case. But even 
Pelini wasn’t great in games decided by 
seven points or less in his first three seasons 
at NU as the Huskers were 3-8 those years 
in such games. What most fans remember 
about Pelini are his last four seasons when 
the Huskers were 13-5 in games decided by 
seven points or less. Oh yearh and also those 
blowouts to Wisconsin. 

But close losses or lopsided losses, they 
still are losses and this many just shouldn’t 
happen at Nebraska and shouldn't be ac- 
cepted by the fans and administration. 

Nebraska has now lost 8 of its past 12 
games dating back to last year. 

It’s new coach, Mike Riley is 3-15 in 
his last 18 conference games dating back to 
2013 at Oregon State. 

There should have been a sense of ur- 
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gency from Nebraska on Saturday, coming 
off an impressive victory at M innesota and 
with its small margin of error to becoming 
bow! eligible. 

In addition, the 1995 National Champion 
football team was back in Lincoln for a re 
union and came out before the team in the 
Tunnel Walk. If that wasn’t enough to moti- 
vate | don’t know what would be. 

Butits been so long ago, that just a hand- 
ful of players on this year’s team were even 
alive when that happened, so maybe it just 
doesn’t mean as much anymore to this new 
generation of Huskers. 

Whatever the case, Nebraska's offense 
was mediocre at best and the defense was 
unable to get the stops when it needed to and 
Nebraska suffered its fourth home loss at 
M emorial Stadium this season. 

| think | probably know what North- 
western’s writers felt like in 2013 when the 
Wildcats went through a seven-game losing 
streak after starting 4-0 and finished that sea- 
son 5-7. 

They had Ohio State beat only to implode 
in the fourth quarter and lose 40-30. They 
had Minnesota beat but lost 20-17, they had 
Iowa beat, but lost 17-10. They came to Lin- 
coln and lost 27-24 on a Hail M ary throw 
from third-string quarterback Ron K ellogg 
Ill. Then after a bye, they had M ichigan beat 
before losing 27-19 in triple overtime. They 
finally ended that season with a 37-34 win 
over Illinois to finish 5-7. 

NU could be on its way to that sort of 
record this year. The Huskers still have No. 
7 Michigan State and No. 12 Iowa on their 
schedule along with road trips to Purdue and 
Rutgers, which won't be give-mes. 

For their part, the players are still fighting 
and talking about staying the course. 

“At the end of the day, we have seniors 
on this team and we don’t want to giveup on 
them,” Tommy A rmstrong J r. said. “J ust like 
they aren’t giving up on us. It’s ateam effort. 
We beat ourselves. It’s come back to give us 
a 3-5 effort. We can’t let that happen.” 

If it continues, it will get even harder to 
write about and comeback from. 
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Huskers come out flat despite importance of Northwestern game, fall again 30-28 to sink to 
3-5 on season and in real danger of not making a bow! for first time since Bill Callahan. 


6 


INSIDE HUSKER RECRUITING 
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The Nebraska coaching staff has altered its recruiting somewhat to try and bring in 
JUCO players who can contribute right away and add depth. 
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Nebraska's offense continues to struggle to find its identity as rushing attack held in 
check by Northwestern. 
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Q&A WITH DREW BROWN 

BY LANNY HOLSTEIN 

Sophomore kicker Drew Brown, who is among the Big Ten leaders in scoring this season, 
answers questions about his rituals, older brother, Kris, and much more. 
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2015 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


The next Huskers Illustrated edition, featuring the Purdue preview and 
Northwestern recap will mail Oct. 26. 


ON THE COVER 


The 1995 undefeated National Championship Nebraska 
football team came back for its 20th reunion this 
weekend. Quarterback Tommie Frazier holds up the 
championship trophy as he leads the large contingency 
of players and coaches out onto Tom Osborne Memorial 
Field at Memorial Stadium prior to the current Huskers’ 
Tunnel Walk. Unfortunately, the team watched a 30-28 
loss as NU fell to 3-5 on the season. 

PHOTO BY KEN JUSZYK/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 
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RECRUITING NOTEBOOK 


BY MICHAEL SCHAEFER 
RECRUITING EDITOR 
HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 


Huskers hoping to improve talent with JUCO players 


It was always unclear as to | 
how Nebraska’s new coaching 
staff viewed the talent level of 
the team when starting up over 


the winter. 

Following the recruiting 
board makes for interesting 
watching — the staff has ag- 
gressively pursued lineback- 
ers since day one and that’s 
no surprise given what Trent 
Bray was inheriting. 

Now eight weeks into its 
first season the coaching staff 
has taken on a new turn in 
the recruiting effort — junior 
college defenders. This isn’t 
entirely new as Nebraska has 
a commitment from Arizona 
Western defender William 
Johnson. The linebacker com- 
mitted to Nebraska in May 
and will be eligible to enroll 
in January, where he’ll look 
to take someone’s job once in 
Lincoln. 

That’s the kind of the at- 
titude the Huskers are going 
to need to turn things around. 
It’s also why in recent weeks 
the Nebraska staff has been 
scouring the JUCO ranks to 
look for help — especially on 
the defensive end of things. 


Nebraska has very few players : 
_ pretty well and I’m not afraid 


» to come down in the box and 

' get a little dirty,” he said. 

- “Coach Banker said I could 
play strong or free. They play 
- aman base defense so I can 
support that run as in the pass. 
_ [like their style. It’s similar to 


who are locked into roles next 
season. 

Prior to the game on Friday 
afternoon Nebraska made a 
different JUCO offer — this 
time in the secondary to Pima 
Community College defender 
Markell Simmons. 

The defensive back said 
he received the offer from 
defensive coordinator Mark 


247SPORTS 


Markell Simmons 


- Banker. Simmons, who meas- 
ures in at 6-foot, 200 pounds, 
: said Banker told him what 

_ the Huskers were looking for 
and how he’d be a strong fit 
in a heavy man scheme. The 

: defender said he’d be able 

: to play either safety spot in 
Nebraska’s scheme. 


“T feel like I can cover 


what I play here in college. It 
- wouldn’t be new to me.” 


Nebraska loses Byerson 
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: Cockrell after the season and 
overall the safety play this 

- season has been erratic. Sim- 
- mons chose to redshirt during 
2015 at Arizona Western to 
give him a chance to graduate 
_ this December and enroll at a 
_ school in January. 
Simmons is planning a visit 
in November for the Michigan 
' State game and is excited to 

_ see if what Banker told him 

is true about the Nebraska fan 
base. 


“The fan base is pretty big 


: there and he’s told me a lot of 
cool things about Nebraska,” 

_ Simmons said. “It sounds cra- 
zy. Their fans are good fans, 
they love Nebraska. I didn’t 

_ know much about Nebraska. 


He just told me about the at- 
» mosphere, the support there is 
: really good and it sounds like 
Nebraska is a good school.” 


On Saturday after the game 


an offer was made public from 
' Nebraska to Arizona Western 

' defensive lineman Jonathan 

- Kongbo. 


The defender - who 


holds quite a bit of attention 
nationally - stands 6-foot-6 

- and weighs a little over 260 

_ pounds. Regardless of if 
Kongbo could step in as a 

_ day one starter, he’d help the 
Huskers simply by providing 
: depth on the edge. The Husk- 
_ ers lose Jack Gangwish after 
the season and it’s unclear if 
younger players such as Alex 
: Davis, Sedrick King and Dais- 
: hon Neal are ready to step up. 


Kongbo’s background is 


very interesting. The defender 
- left British Columbia for 
Wyoming but after his redshirt 
: season with the Cowboys he 

- elected to drop to Arizona 
Western where he’s played 

_ this season. Kongbo will have 
three years of eligibility wher- 
: eever he ends up. 


The aforementioned 


Kongbo and Simmons aren’t 
the only JUCO defenders the 
: Huskers have targeted and 

: several more offers could be 
heading out soon. Nebraska 

_ is undergoing a trying and 
troubling season at the mo- 

» ment and an influx of junior 

: college talent for next season 
- could help the Huskers rebuild 
the depth. 
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Nebraska continues to search for its identity 
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Read daily Husker 

reports from Michael Bruntz 
at HuskersIllustrated.com 
Follow him on Twitter 
@michaelbruntz 


At the Big Ten media days back in July, 
I asked wide receiver Jordan Westerkamp 
a question about Nebraska, its offense and 
where things stand going into fall camp: 
“what is your team’s identity?” 

What is that one thing that Nebraska 
will fall back on this season when things go 
poorly - what will be the things embedded in 
a team’s DNA that can be counted on when 
the Big Ten schedule turns into a grind and 
October turns into November. 

Westerkamp responded that the team’s 
identity - both on offense and defense - 
would likely come together in August during 
fall camp. 

Fast forward a few months and two-thirds 
of the way through the season, with Ne- 
braska sitting at 3-5 and needing to reverse 
fortune quickly to gain bowl eligibility, ’m 
not sure that we yet know the answer to 
Westerkamp’s question. 

Let’s not sugarcoat things. 
This was setting up to bea 
tough season. The Huskers 
were replacing arguably one 
of the best offensive play- 
ers in the last 20 years of the 
program in Ameer Abdullah, 
the program’s leading wide 
receiver in Kenny Bell and 
a difference-making pass 
rusher in Randy Gregory. 
When you mix in a coaching 
change and a dramatic offen- 
sive shift, that’s not a recipe 
for championship football. 

The losses have been close 
- all five by a total of 13 points, where the 
Huskers have led or been tied late in the 
fourth quarter - and to the players’ credit, 
they've come back after each gut punch. 

But the football we saw against Minnesota 
and Northwestern has a thread that has run 
through Nebraska’s entire 2015 season - 
solid, consistent football followed by head- 
scratching, inconsistent football. 

The win over Minnesota was a tantalizing 
four quarters of football, and things seemed 
to finally be turning a corner for Nebraska 
after so many close losses. 

A wounded Northwestern team was com- 
ing to town. The 1995 National Champion- 
ship Team was being honored and despite 
the 11 a.m. start, Nebraska seemed poised to 
keep building toward a November showdown 
at home with Michigan State. 

But Nebraska came out flat, dominated 
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But the football 
we Saw against 
Minnesota and 
Northwestern has a 
thread that has run 
through Nebraska’s 
entire 2015 season 
— solid, consistent 
football followed 
by headscratching, 
inconsistent 
football. 


the game statistically for three quarters and 
couldn't hold on late. Northwestern seemed 
like a team who would have hit the ropes 
with a few quick offensive strikes and a fast 
start. Nebraska began four of its first six 
drives past its own 37-yard line and finished 
that stretch trailing 7-3. 

It was the recipe for another skin-of-the- 
teeth games that came down to the final few 
possessions when it didn’t need to. Pass the 
Tums. 

“Well, I told them we're going to coach 
football and practice football on Monday, 
and were going to continue to work to get 
better,” Nebraska head coach Mike Riley said. 
“Everybody that wants to do that will be 
there. I think that this group will be” 

Riley and his staff will have big issues to 
address that have been around the program 
long before Riley came from Corvallis. 

Nebraska needs to find a way to 
develop a physical, punishing run 
game. Nebraska struggled against 
Northwestern's defensive front 
seven, and an inability to con- 
sistently run the football when it 
matters has cost Nebraska wins in 
several of those close games. The 
Huskers have 17 scholarship offen- 
sive linemen on their roster, and 
for a few years have been unable to 
run the ball consistently — a string 
of NFL-caliber running backs has 
made that group look collectively 
better than it was. 

The Huskers also need more consistency 
from the quarterback spot - an issue dating 
back almost more than 10 years. 

With a shift in offensive philosophy, 
there are bound to be hiccups, but how can 
Nebraska get better choices from its quarter- 
back spot. 

Who are the playmakers on this team? In 
a close game, when you need to make a play, 
who is that guy for Nebraska? 

Depth is lacking at key positions, and 
Nebraska needs to identify that Abdullah or 
Gregory who can flip a game with one play. 

Nebraska has four games remaining on its 
regular season schedule and a long offseason 
ahead of soul searching — time to go back 
and answer that question asked of Wester- 
kamp that has yet to be answered this season. 
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Story by Lanny Holstein » Action Photo by Joe Mixan, Head Shot Courtesy of NU Media Relations 


Q: How do you respond from a missed kick? 


A: “There’s nothing you can do about it. That’s one 
big thing about being a kicker is that you have to be 
able to put one bad play behind you and move on to 
the next.” 


Q: Does that same thing apply to made 
kicks? 


A: “Yeah. You cart get too high on the highs or too 
low on the lows. If you make a kick, great. Move 

on to the next one. If you miss one, that’s not good, 
but move on to the next one. You never know what 
situation might come up, and you need to be ready 
whenever your name is called.” 


Q: Do you talk much with your brother, 
Kris? 


A: “Oh, yeah. He lives out in Omaha, so Pll see him 
after every home game, and I talk on the phone with 
him all the time. He gives his opinion on the game, 
and I listen to it. It’s great to have him there.” 


Q: Does he give you specific kicking advice? 


A: “He tries to, but he also doesn’t want to be able 
to be my coach because we already have those guys 
here. He gives his opinion because he has been there 
and done that, but he tries to stay out of it too.” 


Q: What has he told you about the 1995 team 
honored on Saturday? 


A: “He said that’s one of the best teams he’s been a 
part of, obviously they won the national champion- 
ship. The guys on that team were the kind of leaders 
that were needed to win a national championship 
and had the work ethic that was needed.” 


Q: What kind of leadership does this team 
have? 
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A: “We have leaders here that can do that now, but 
there was just something about those guys back then 
that had it. Not that our guys don't have it. He just 
said that that team had incredible leadership because 
he was a freshman that year. The senior leaders that 
year really taught him how to lead a team.” 


Q: Where has that leadership shown 
through? 


A: “I think one big thing was this last week. We came 
off the big loss to Wisconsin and guys in the week of 
practice could say, ‘Hey, we’re 2-4 and we don’t have 
much to play for now, but the seniors were saying, 
“Hey, we have a lot to play for here. It’s a conference 
game, and we need to be able to believe in ourselves, 
believe in the coaches and go do our thing.” 


Q: Is the Big Ten a tough conference to kick 
in? 


A: “Yeah. Usually, the weather will start to get cold, 
and it is windy everywhere you play. It’s not as windy 
in the south, but it gets pretty tough sometimes later 
in the year. It’s something that you have to be able to 
play with” 


Q: Is the wind or the cold tougher to deal 
with? 


A: “I'd say wind because the wind just moves the ball 
more. The cold, the only thing it really does is it takes 
a couple yards off of your kick, not much. I’d much 
rather kick in the cold than a windy day.” 


Q: Do kickers usually gravitate towards 
warmer places? 


A: “I would say so. I mean, it’s probably not the main 
reason why someone would go somewhere, but that 
would have a big influence on it. Like when we were 
playing in Miami, the balls were flying off your foot. 
It was warm and it was great.” 
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Uninspired Outcome 
Huskers fall flat in 30-28 loss to Wildcats 


Story by Lanny Holstein » Photos by Joe Mixan and Jimmy Rash 


Nebraska lost another close one, but this time it didn’t feel like 
the Huskers were just a play or a call away. 

Instead of blowing a lead in the final minute, as they did against 
BYU, Illinois and Wisconsin, Nebraska was trying to climb back in 
it as the clock wound down, and there wasn’t anything to hold onto 
in the 30-28 loss to Northwestern. 

“That’s a really disappointing game 
for us,” coach Mike Riley said. “All those 
things that we talked about and thought 
were making some strides in some ways, 
like balance, run/pass ratio, all that stuff 
didn’t look too good today.” 

It was an uninspired effort from the 
Huskers that had them in a dog fight with a 
Northwestern team that came into the game 
smarting from a combined 78-10 margin of 
defeat in its previous two games. Reporters 
wondered if the team lacked intensity on 
Saturday. 

“T don’t know, as a general statement 
about our team, if that is correct,” Riley 
said. “Now, I would say other parts of it 
look like that. The opening kickoff team 
looked like that. Offensively, we were not in 
sync from the get-go, we looked like that.” 

Whatever it was, the Huskers found the 
going tough against the Wildcats in a stark 
contrast to the way the team had everything going the week before 
in Minneapolis. 

Could the lack of intensity in practice be the culprit? 

“T think that we practice with really good intensity two hard days 
a week,” Riley said. “I don’t think that contributes necessarily to 
what that looked like. I think that we were prepared physically, we 
just didn’t make enough plays.” 

The plays Nebraska failed to make defensively came against 


Northwestern’s freshman quarterback, Clayton Thorson. The young 
signal caller wasn’t stellar through the air, but a couple of 68-yard 
and 49-yard runs set up scoring drives for the Wildcats. 

“That was probably the name of the game in that regard,” Riley 
said. “A couple of quarterback runs or long passes near the last 
score were major differences in the game.” 

Outside of the two Thorson breakaways, 
Nebraska held Northwestern to just 39 yards 
on the ground. 

The big play for the Husker offense came 
when Tommy Armstrong threw a pick-six to 
Wildcat cornerback Nick Vanhoose in the sec- 
ond quarter. At the Northwestern 29 yard line, 
a field goal was likely with just a throw away 
on third down. 

“T was looking for my check-down, which 
was my back,” Armstrong said. “The corner 
kind of got a jump start on the ball. I tried to 
get it out, and he made a great play.” 

In total, the running game wasn’t there (2.2 
yards per rush), and the Huskers went to the 
pass. As has been the case, Armstrong and his 
receivers struggled to find a connection. 

“Tt’s so much about rhythm and just the con- 
fidence that we can build by moving the ball,” 


A ball goes through Taariq Allen’s hands. offensive coordinator Danny Langsdorf said. 


“We were moving the ball okay, and then we 
would drop the ball, we get stalled. Everybody gets out of rhythm, 
but those are just critical.” 

Saturday did, technically, come down to a single play again. You 
can point to the failed-two point conversion pass that would have 
tied the game with 4:23 to go if you want, but this time it just didn’t 
feel that close. 

“Well, we’re going to continue to work to get better,” Riley said. 
“Everybody that wants to do that will be there.” 


Listen to Cole Stukenholtz of Huskers Illustrated 
radio, Saturday mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 
a.m., all year long on 


KLIN 


News Talk 
1400 AM 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


OCTOBER 31, 2015 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | 11 


Nebraska running back Terrell Newby and the Huskers found the sledding tough against the Northwestern defense. 


Ground game stalls against Northwestern 


STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY KEN JUSZYK 
ebraska’s inability to 


establish a consistent 


ground game all but 
rendered the Cornhusk- 


they rushed for a season-low 82 yardsina 
30-28 loss to Northwestern. 

Entering the contest averaging 195 
yards rushing per game, Nebraska man- 
aged just 2.2 yards per carry against the 


Wildcats. As a result, the Huskers were — 


forced into a season-high 48 pass at- 
tempts. 

“You get out of rhythm a little and 
you’ re kind of reaching,” Nebraska offen- 
sive coordinator Danny Langsdorf said of 


trying to call plays with an inconsistent — 


running game. “You want to stay with it 


and be able to run. You're trying to go © 


outside, you're trying to go inside, you try 
to sweep them, you try to run some power 
- you're trying everything you can - and 


we don’t want to abandon it, but it’s hard.” 
ers one-dimensional as 


|-back Terrell Newby was Nebraska’s 
leading rusher, but was held to 52 yards 


- on 16 carries. Quarterback Tommy Arm- 


strong Jr. had touchdown runs four and 


_ three yards, but was sacked twice and 


finished with 13 net yards rushing on 12 
attempts. 

“Rhythm was difficult today,’ Langs- 
dorf said. “We had some drives where we 


_ were really clicking and we had some drives 


where we didn’t look very good on. The 
three and outs are really hard to overcome.” 

Nebraska had a rough day trying to 
block Northwestern middle linebacker 
Anthony Walker and defensive end Dean 
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Lowry. Walker finished with a team-high 
13 tackles, including eight solo stops. 
Lowry totaled 10 tackles, including six 
tackles for loss, with two sacks. 

“We knew they were fast,” Langsdorf 
said of the Wildcats’ defense. “I think they 
played us well and just made it, overall, 
tough to run. 

“We were trying to stay with it, but we 
were trying to move the ball, too.” 

Armstrong, who was 24 of 48 passing 
for 291 yards with a TD and an intercep- 
tion, said he felt Nebraska just missed 
making several big plays in the running 
game. 

“T guarantee when we watch it on film, 
we're probably one block away, one cut 
away,” Armstrong said. “We've just got to 
trust in the process.” 


*25 
ne 


= «= 


Nebraska defensive tackle Maliek Collins pressures Northwestern quarterback Clayton Thorson. 


Defense improves, but still gives up big plays 


STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY KEN JUSZYK 
ebraska’s defense was 


reasonably successful 
in limiting Northwest- 


ern’s unheralded pass- — 


ing game. However, 


stopping Wildcat quarterback Clayton — 


Thorson was another story. 
Thorson rushed nine times for a ca- 
reer-high 126 yards and a touchdown as 


Northwestern posted a 30-28 victory over 


the Cornhuskers at M emorial Stadium. 


The 6-foot-4, 210-pounder entered the 
contest with 171 rushing yards in his first — 


seven games this season with a previous 


single-game high of 68 yards rushing on — 


Sept. 5 against Stanford. 


Thorson gained 117 yards on two runs | 


alone — a 68-yarder and a 49-yarder — 
each setting up scores. Thorson’s 106 net 
yards rushing in the first half accounted 


for all but 22 yards of Northwestern’s — 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


total offense in the first 30 minutes and 


' gave the Wildcats a 17-12 lead at the in- 


termission. 

“It was an anomaly,” Nebraska defen- 
sive coordinator M ark Banker said. 

On both of Thorson’s long runs, it ap- 
peared that Nebraska’s defenders had 


_ the freshman contained early in the play. 


However, Thorson managed to escape 
each time. 

Although Thorson had only averaged 
24.4 yards rushing in his first seven games, 
Nebraska defensive end Jack Gangwish 
said the Huskers knew the Northwestern 
signal-caller was a threat to run. 

“We saw that on film,” Gangwish said. 
“You always prepare for that reality in 
any heavy pass-rush game, so yeah, we 


' prepared for that. (Thorson) is a good ath- 


lete and he made things hard for us.” 
Nebraska, which came into the game 


OCTOBER 31, 2015 


ranked 127th nationally in passing de- 
fense (341.7 yards allowed per game), did 
hold Thorson to 177 yards on 13-of-28 
passing. 

However, Northwestern was just No. 
119 in the country in passing offense 
(141.1). 

Still, it was Thorson’s 37-yard touch- 
down pass to Dan Vitale with 9:53 to play 
that put N orthwestern ahead 27-22. 

“That's the great thing about college 
football: The quarterbacks are a factor — 
good, bad or indifferent,” Northwestern 
coach Pat Fitzgerald said. “I’m really 
proud of Clayton. It wasn’t going the way 
we wanted it to be going throwing the 
football early, but he stayed the course 
and he made some huge plays with his 
legs and settled down and really started to 
take what the defense was giving him in 
the second half.” 
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Husker Drive of the Game wees A 


Tommy Armstrong Jr. scrambles with the ball against Northwestern. 


Fortunate penalty kept drive going 


STORY BY SHANE G. GILSTER | PHOTO BY JOE MIXAN 


ebraska got the ball first 

on offense to start the 

fourth quarter. After 

driving to the North- 

western 33-yard line, 
the Husker drive looked to be over af- 
ter Tommy Armstrong Jr.’s third down 
scramble left NU seven yards short of a 
first down. 

A field goal try would have been 54 
yards, so a punt was likely upcoming. But 
the Huskers got a huge break when the 
Northwestern sideline, who received a 
warning earlier, was flagged for a 16-yard 
penalty this time. 

Nebraska took the gift, giving it the ball 
at the Northwestern 17-yard line with a 
fresh set of downs. A fter a couple of plays 
where the Huskers lost two yards, Arm- 


strong Jr. completed a third-down pass 
to Lane Hovey for 15 yards down to the 
Wildcat 4-yard line. 

The Huskers could not gain any yard- 
age on first and second down, so they 
went with a play that kept the ball in their 
best player’s hands. 

Armstrong Jr. ran the option out of the 
shotgun, did a pitch fake and ran in from 
four yards out. Nebraska offensive coor- 
dinator Danny Langsdorf credited Arm- 
strong for his decision making. 

“On that option run, Tommy had two 
guys out there, one to defend him and 
the other the pitch man. So on that play it 
wasn’t looking good for us. But he faked 
his guy out and made a play on his own. 
That was a heck of a play by him,” Langs- 
dorf said. 
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Breakdown -— Play by Play 

1-10 NEB 25: Imani Cross rush over left tackle for 1 yard 

2-9 NEB 26: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass incomplete to 
Jamal Turner 

3-9 NEB 26: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass complete to Ce- 
than Carter for 11 yards, 1st down 

1-10 NEB 37: Tommy Armstrong Jr. rush over right end 
for loss of 3 yards 

2-13 NEB 34: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass incomplete to 
De’Mornay Pierson-El 

3-13 NEB 34: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass complete to Jor- 
dan Westerkamp for 30 yards, 1st down 

1-10 NU 36: Terrell Newby rush up the middle for loss 
of 1 yard 

2-11 NU 37: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass incomplete to 
Brandon Reilly 

3-11 NU 37: Tommy Armstrong Jr. rush over left end for 
4 yards 

4-17 NU 33: (16-Yard Penalty — Northwestern sideline in- 
terference), 1st down 

1-10 NU 17: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass incomplete to 
Stanley Morgan Jr. 

2-10 NU 17: Imani Cross rush over right end for loss of 
2 yards 

3-12 NU 19: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass complete to Lane 
Hovey for 15 yards, 1st down 

1-GNU 04: Terrell Newby rush over left tackle for no gain 

2-G NU 04: Tommy Armstrong Jr. pass incomplete to Jor- 
dan Westerkamp 

3-G NU 04: Tommy Armstrong Jr. rush over left tackle for 
4 yards, touchdown 

1-G NU 03: Drew Brown extra point good 


Drive Stats 
Drive started on the NU 25-yard line 
15:00 left in the 3rd quarter 
15 plays, 75 yards, 6:08 minutes 
7 rushing plays, 8 passing plays 
3 yards rushing, 56 yards passing, 4 first downs (16 yards 
of penalties) 


Player of the Drive 
Jordan Westerkamp caught a huge 30-yard reception 
to keep the drive going. The sure-handed receiver ran 
a deep out and found an open pocket in the coverage 
where Armstrong dropped in a perfect pass. The play 
was also a “Play of the Drive” nominee. 


Play of the Drive 
On third and goal, Nebraska went old school and called 
an option play. Out of the shotgun Armstrong went left, 
did a nice fake pitch to his running back and turned upfield 
through a nice running lane to the endzone. The four-yard 
run gave the Huskers their first lead of the game and with the 
extra point Nebraska led 19-17. 


Northwestern 30, Nebraska 28 


Oct. 24, 2015 at Memorial Stadium in Lincoln 
Attendance: 89,493 


[Score by Quarters [ 1| —2| —3|_— 4 Total] 


[Northwestern | 7] 10] 3 10] 330] 

[Nebraska | S88 || 

Qtr Time __ Scoring Play V-H 

ist 10:26 NEB - Brown, Drew 43 yd field goal, 9-26 3:24 0-3 
08:45 NU - Thorson, C. 1 yd run (Mitchell, Jack kick), 4-70 1:35 7-3 
05:19 NEB - TEAM safety 7-5 

2nd 07:17 NU - VanHoose, Nick 72 yd interception return (Mitchell, Jack kick) 14-5 
01:07 NEB- Reilly, Brandon 10 yd pass from Armstrong Jr. (Brown, Drew kick), 13-75 6:10 14-12 
00:00 NU - Mitchell, Jack 28 yd field goal, 6-61 1:02 17-12 

3rd 08:59 NEB - Armstrong Jr. 4 yd run (Brown, Drew kick), 15-75 6:01 17-19 
05:18 NU - Mitchell, Jack 18 yd field goal, 10-61 3:34 20 - 19 

4th 14:55 NEB - Brown, Drew 48 yd field goal, 11-45 5:18 20 - 22 
09:53 NU - Vitale, Dan 37 yd pass from Thorson, C. (Mitchell, Jack kick), 9-77 2:34 27 - 22 
07:27 NU - Mitchell, Jack 27 yd field goal, 5-31 1:15 30 - 22 
04:23 NEB - Armstrong Jr. 3 yd run (Armstrong Jr. pass failed), 8-75 3:04 30 - 28 
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Former Nebraska players Aaron Davis and Tommie Frazier joke around on the sidelines during the Northwestern game. 
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— _ ae 
Brandon Reilly hauls in a ea: down. 
catch to keep NU’s final scoring drive alive. 


: — 
“De’M Mornay Pierson-El celebrates Tofitiy 
Armstong Jr.’s first touchdown run. 


Team Statistics 


FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-Int 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties: Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time 
1st Quarter 
2nd Quarter 
3rd Quarter 
4th Quarter 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 
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Individual Statistics 


Northwestern Nebraska 
Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg Rushin No. Gain Loss Net TD lg Av 
Thorson, C. 9 139 13 126 1 68 14.0 Newby, Terrell 16 53 1 52 0 9 3.2 
Jackson, Justin 14 41 1 40 0 8 2.9 Cross, Imani 7 22 8 14 0 6 2.0 
Vault, Solomon 2 3 1 2 0 3 1.0 Armstrong Jr. 12 35 22 13 2 14 1.1 
TEAM 3 Oo 12 -12 O O -4.0 Janovich, Andy 2 4 6) 4 0 3 2.0 
Totals 28 183 27 156 1 68 5.6 Pierson-El, D. 1 ) 1 -1 Oo oO -1.0 
Totals 38 114 32 82 2 14 2.2 
Passing C-A-! Yds TD Long Sack Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack 
Thorson, C. 13-28-0 177.1 37 2 Armstrong Jr. 24-48-1 291 1 37 2 
Totals 13-28-0 177 1 37 2 Totals 24-48-1 291 1 37 2 
Receiving No. Yards TD Long Receiving No. Yards TD Long 
Vitale, Dan 5 55 1 37 Westerkamp, J. 5 92 0 30 
Jackson, Justin 2 55 0 28 Pierson-El, D. 5 31 0 13 
Vault, Solomon 2 12 0 9 Reilly, Brandon 4 83 1 37 
McHugh, Mike 1 22 0 22 Newby, Terrell 3 18 0 7 
Carr, Austin 1 15 0 15 Carter, Cethan 2 17 (0) 11 
Dickerson, G. 1 14 0 14 Turner, Jamal 1 20 0 20 
Roberts, Jelani 1 4 0 4 Hovey, Lane 1 15 0 15 
Totals 13 177 1 37 Moore, Alonzo 1 7 0 7 
Morgan Jr., S. 1 6 0 6 
Cross, Imani 1 2 0 2 
Totals 24 291 1 37 
Puntin No. Yds _ Avg Long [n20 TB Puntin No. Yds _ Avg Long I[n20 TB 
Nisawnder, H. 4 151 37.8 56 1 0 Foltz, Sam 6 304 50.7 63 1 3 
TEAM 1 41 41.0 41 0 0 Totals 6 304 50.7 63 1 3 
Totals 5 192 38.4 56 1 0 
Punt Kickoff Intercept Punt Kickoff Intercept 
Returns No Yds _ lg Returns No Yds_L 
Shuler, Miles 0 0 0 Pierson-El, D. 1 -1 Oo] O 0 0 


Vault, Solomon 0) 2 49 251 0 O O Stevenson, J. 0 

VanHoose, Nick QO} 1 72 72 Totals 1 -1 0 0 
Totals 1 72 72 

Field goals Qtr Time _ Dist Result Field goals Qtr Time Dist Result 
Mitchell, Jack 2nd 00:00 28 yards Good Brown, Drew 1st 10:26 43 yards Good 
Mitchell, Jack 3rd 05:18 18 yards Good Brown, Drew 4th 14:55 48 yards Good 
Mitchell, Jack 4th 07:27 27 yards Good 

Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB Kickoffs No. Yards Avg TB OB 
Mitchell, Jack 7 441 63.0 4 0 Brown, Drew 6 370 61.7 1 0 
All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR_IR_ Total All-purpose Run Rcv KR PR_IR_ Total 
Thorson, C. 126 0 0 0 0 126 Westerkamp, J. QO 92 0 0 0 92 
Shuler, Miles 0 O 71 27 0 98 Reilly, Brandon 0 83 0 0 0 83 
Jackson, Justin 40 55 0 0 0 95 Newby, Terrell 52 18 6) 0 0 70 
VanHoose, Nick 0 0 0 QO 72 72 Stevenson, J. (6) 0 38 0 0 38 
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Above: Jack Gangwish celebrates a 
safety against Northwestern. Left: Josh 
Banderas makes one of his team-high 
10 tackles on Clayton Thorson. 
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Defensive Statistics 


# Northwestern Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds_ Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH 
1B Walker, Anthony 8 13 = 1-1 = = - - - 
94 Lowry, Dean 10 2.0-18 6-29 - - - 
51 Prater, Jaylen 8 - - - - - 
55 Smith, Drew - 1-2 - - - 
3 Watkins II, K. 
23 VanHoose, Nick 
2 Henry, Traveon 
16 Igwebuike, G. 
1A Gibson, Deonte 
17 McShepard, M. 
42 Jones, Joseph 
98 Washington, X. 
93 Kuhar, Greg 

24 Hartage, Montre 
95 Thompson, J. 


1__Chapman, Max - = = : = 1 : e 
Totals 7 2.0-18 9-41 0 0-0 1-72 7 0 0 
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# Nebraska Solo Ast Total Sacks-Yds TFL-Yds FF FR-Yds_ Int-Yds BrUp Blks QBH 
52 Banderas, Josh 7 10 - - - = a = - = 


28 Cockrell, B. 

95 Gangwish, Jack 
88 Dzuris, Ross 
1B Kalu, Joshua 
1A Rose-Ivey, M. 
7 Collins, Maliek 
8A Jones, Chris 

2A Williams, Kier. 
25 Gerry, Nate 

91 Akinmoladun, F. 
3 Newby, Marcus 
67 Foster, Jerald 
27 Foltz, Sam 

2B Taylor, Adam 
24 Williams, Aaron 
90 McMullen, Greg 
T TEAM 

35 Janovich, Andy 


23 Davie, Daniel - - - 1 


Totals 4 


ee) 
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2.0-13 6-15 0 0-0 0-0 0 1 
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Help Yourself to Happiness 


soo South 48" St. Lincoln, Ne 68516 


402-423-2206 e www. staufferscafe. com 
The Best Homemade Cooking in Nebraska 


50 varieties of 
homemade fies 


Large groups always 
welcomed 


Breakfast Buffet 


3940 North 27th St. 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


402-438-0080 


ORDER ONLINE 
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BEHIND THE ARC | pare t P f t he 
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2 | Advertise Here! 


DELIVERING THE GOODS” 


402-476-8677 


Contact: 
Shane G. Gilster 


1226 P STREET STE. 101 + LINCOLN 402-742-0125 


OPEN 10:50AM - SAM EVERY DAY 
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RUSHING OFFENSE: there's no other grade to give the Huskers. Nebraska 


had along run of 14 yards, a net total of 82 and averaged 2.2 yards per carry on { 
Saturday against a Northwestern team that had been gashed in previous weeks. Every 

time the Huskers tried to go outside the tackles couldn't contain Northwestern's edge 

and inside runs were turned back because of bodies in the middle. The Huskers scored a pair 

of touchdowns on strong effort plays by Tommy Armstrong, once with a nifty option where he 
made an extra defender miss and on the other when he was able to find time on a scramble 

to beat the Wildcats to the end zone. Other than that the run game plodded along, providing 
very little help for Nebraska. — Michael Schaefer 


PASSING OFFENSE: tris grade should be much higher but quite simply 


the Huskers were poor in every phase of passing on Saturday. Quarterback Tommy 
Armstrong was erratic at times and made a few poor decisions, including a Northwest- 
ern interception that went for a touchdown. When Armstrong was on point the Huskers = 
failed to help him out much. The receivers had a rough day with quite a few drops across the 
board on some relatively pressure-free plays. The drops put Nebraska behind schedule and 
several times cost Nebraska opportunities at more points or even first downs. The offensive 

line struggled as well in protection as Armstrong was hurried quite a few times and sacked 

twice. Despite all of this Armstrong did nearly throw for 300 yards and finished with a touch- 
down passing. — Michael Schaefer 


RUSHING DEFENSE: If going into the game Nebraska was told that it held 
Northwestern running back Justin Jackson to 40 yards on 14 carries, those in scarlet and R- 
cream likely would have felt pretty good about the outcome. Unfortunately, Nebraska 

allowed Northwestern quarterback Clayton Thorson into open space a few times, 
leading to Northwestern points and driving up the rushing yardage totals. Thorson finished 
with nine carries for 126 yards and a touchdown, but it was his big runs — a 68-yarder to help 
set up a touchdown, a 49-yarder deep into Nebraska territory and a 15-yarder on third down, 
that kept Northwestern’s offense humming along. The Huskers had a big goalline stand to 
force a field goal, and for most of the day kept Northwestern bottled up. - Michael Bruntz 


PASSING DEFENSE: Much like the Northwestern rushing offense, the 


Wildcats’ aerial attack did just enough to be dangerous in the game. Thorson finished 13- 

for-28 for 177 yards and a touchdown, but that touchdown was a backbreaker, as Thorson 

found Dan Vitale for a 37-yard touchdown that ended up giving the Wildcats a lead they === 
wouldn't relinquish. The Huskers’ numbers will look much better compared with what they have 

in the past few weeks, but Northwestern was able to fight through dropped passes to make 
plays when they needed to. — Michael Bruntz 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: after the game, head coach Mike Riley said 
he was surprised by the Huskers’ poor performance on special teams. “I was really a 
shocked,” he said. “Contest-wise, special teams against special teams, it feels the T 
most lopsided that we've played this year. And penalties on special teams, too, really 
bothered me today.’ Nebraska wasn’t able to do much in the return game, and the 

Huskers really struggled in kick and punt coverage. Drew Brown did kick field goals of 43 

and 48 yards, but in the head-to-head special teams matchup, Nebraska didn’t matchup. — 
Michael Bruntz 


Quoting NU quarterback Tommie Armstrong 
; __ onthe failed two-point pass: 
> 
. es 


S > 
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SAFETY FIRST 

One of the few bright spots in Nebraska’s 30-28 loss 
to Northwestern was defensive end Ross Dzuris’ safety 
in the first quarter. 

With the Huskers down 7-3 following a North- 
western touchdown, the Wildcats had the ball again on 
their own four-yard line after forcing a Nebraska punt. 
Dzuris broke free up the middle, stunting on the first 
play of the drive. 

“The tackle cleared and I came underneath real 
quick,” he said. “When the center came to me, I just 
played across his face, and right there, I beat him right 
there. The only thing I saw was the quarterback, so I just 
went after him.” 

Dzuris secured Northwestern quarterback Clayton 
Thorson, bear hugging him and wrestling him to the 
ground before he could get a pass off. 

“My first reaction was just to make sure he couldn’t 
throw the ball,” Dzuris said. “So I tried to wrap my arm 
around his throwing arm because I knew somebody 
was going to come in pretty soon, and I just didn’t want 
him to escape or throw it away. That’s one of the most 
frustrating things when you get that, especially when 
you are coming straight up the middle. He can scram- 
ble either way, so you don’t want to overshoot him or 
something.” 


FAKE ONSIDE KICK 


The kickoff team produced one of the more interest- 
ing plays of the game Saturday. Down 30-28 following 
a three-yard Tommy Armstrong touchdown run with 
4:23 to go in the game, the Huskers lined up like they 
were going to kick the ball onside. Northwestern’s re- 
turn team reacted accordingly, bringing up their hands 
team, but kicker Drew Brown kicked it deep instead. 

“The return team will typically move into more of 
an onside coverage when you do that,’ Brown said. 
“What happens then, is they don’t have a guy as deep, 
so you want to try and kick it over their head and get it 
to bounce inside the 10. They ended up catching it, but 
that’s the goal is to get it down there and get the guy 
going backwards.” 

Northwestern took the ball out to the 25 on the play, 
nothing special, but the whole setup was a bit confusing 
as well as interesting. 

“We did it against Miami on one of the later kick- 
offs,” Brown said of the tricky kick. “It’s a good kick to 
have in your arsenal because it looks like you are onsid- 
ing it, but then the returner has to run back and catch it.” 


LACK OF BALANCE 
Offensive coordinator Danny Langsdorf and coach 
Mike Riley, who combine for much of Nebraska’s of- 
fensive brain trust, each spoke highly of the run-pass 
balance achieved a week ago against Minnesota. Keep- 
ing the defense guessing they said was the key to suc- 
cess when they had the ball. 


& Analysi 
n a ys ll S | Lanny Holstein & Darren Ivy 
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Nebraska defensive end Ross Dzuris tackles Northwestern quarterback Clayton Thorson for a safety. 


Against Northwestern, Nebraska got away 
from that preferred balance, and the passing 
game took over the majority of the play calls. 
Quarterback Tommy Armstrong put the ball in 
the air 48 times compared to just 38 rushing at- 
tempts. 

“A little bit more pass than run partly because 
it was hard,” Langsdorf said afterwards. “We 
weren’t hitting very many runs, trying to stay 
with it but trying to move the ball too.” 

There were a few more runs called than it 
looked like on the field, however. The coordina- 
tor said pre-snap looks dictated the pass game 
become more prevalent. 

“One thing we did was we threw quite 
a few run-pass option plays, and some of 
those quick throws that we had were a run 


that could be thrown versus a good look,” 


_ Langsdorf said. “We had some good looks, 


and I don’t think we made enough of those 


_ plays, but those were options for him, anda 
- lot of times he had a good, soft corner and 
' he threw it out there.” 


The Nebraska-Northwestern football series 


is becoming something of a annual heart attack 
waiting to happen. 


Outside of the 2014 edition, which Nebraska 


: took 38-17, the other four Big Ten contests be- 
: tween the two schools have come down to a to- 
: talofnine points. Saturday’s 2-point margin was 
' nothing new to Northwestern coach Pat Fitzger- 
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- ald who has been on the sideline for each of 


those games. 

“Tl go back to when it was with Bo 
(Pelini),” Fitzgerald said. “Since I’ve 
played Nebraska they’ ve played the game 
the right way. It’s tough, physical and they 
play as a team, all three phases are well- 
coached. Fast forward to Mike (Riley) and 
it was the same thing. You look at them on 
tape and there were some little differences 


_ just because staffs are different. Excellent 


personnel, great talent and this is a huge, 
huge home field advantage.” 
With the win Saturday, Northwestern im- 


- proved to 3-6 against the Huskers. The Wild- 


cats are 2-4 against the Huskers as a confer- 
ence opponent. 
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Clockwise from left: Maliek Collins celebrates a goal-line stand by the Husker 
defense against Northwestern that forced a field goal attempt. Ross Dzuris, Jack 
Gangwish and Greg McMullen converge on Northwestern quarterback Clayton 
Thorson, who was brought down for a safety to make it 7-5. Tommy Armstrong 
Jr. scores his second touchdown of the game to bring Nebraska within 30-28. 
However, his two-point pass to Jordan Westerkamp fell incomplete. Cethan 
Carter runs with the ball after one of his two catches for 17 yards. Nebraska 
safety Nate Gerry sacks Northwestern quarterback Clayton Thorson. Jordan 
Westerkamp dives for what would have been a touchdown catch, but he was 
unable to pull in the pass from Tommy Armstrong Jr. 


PHOTOS BY JIMMY RASH & JOE MIXAN 
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2500 NORTHVIEW RD - STE 101 (25th & Superior) : 
Located in the Eyecare Specialties building DR. PAULA J. WIESE 


* INFANTS TO ELDERLY SAME DAY TREATMENT! 
* ELECTRONIC ACUPUNCTURE Call Now For 
* PRENATAL & MATERNITY CARE Appointment WALK-INS WELCOME! 


* HEADACHES 402-438-3033 INSULT Nola Voters aia) 


¢ NECK, MID BACK, LOW 


BACK & JOINT PAIN www.drpaulawiese.com PAYMENT PLANS 
¢ SPORTS INJURIES & WELLNESS CARE AVAILABLE 


mm Early to Rise 


the Husker fans met with chilly fall mornnie sunt eane 


PHOTOS BY JIMMY RASH/HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


Nebraska Athletic Director Shawn Eichorst 
poses with Sister Megan Therese, Sister 
Ann Maria and Sister Barbara before the 
Northwestern game. 


Ella Harmon (9) from North Platte has a cheering crew encourage fier as s she tries 
to toss a pillow into the goal. Cheerleaders pictured are Natalie Henton of Omaha, 
Bralyn Manyara of Omaha, Sarah Sieps of Lincoln and Megan Gould of Alliance. 


. eo 
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Jim Garfield from Cental City poses with his 
ticket in front of Memorial Stadium. 


Tracy and Wade Geiken along with Don and Carrie Graham left Gothenburg / P f) 

early in the morning to enjoy watching the Huskers play Northwestern. Rup 

Paul Mueting and son Steven (10) came up from 
Kearney to watch NU take on the Wildcats. 


To 


Gus Schmoll of 

Charlotte, N.C. 

poses with kicker Tom and Sara Messermith from Alliance take time out Brook Berringers’s nephew and brother- in-law 
Jamie Sutcliffe. of tailgating to pose for a photo. Todd and Barret Lovgren of Omaha. 
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Northwestern game. Cheerleaders pictured are Reilly Nelson, Kiara Moody, Bradyn Bownell, Cassie Wilka, Jessie Plug, Courtney 
Belden, and Brighton Kathol. 


Lincoln's Best 
Steaks & Prime Rib!* 


ea 


Voted Best of Lincoln for Steaks, Prime Rib & Fine Dining. 


Visit www .MistysLincoln.com for banquet and 
catering information and upcoming events. 
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OFF WITH THE 
REDS AIM 


Freshman Stevenson 
now returning kicks 
for the Cornhuskers 


VIINUTE 


Stories by Lanny Holstein and Darren Ivy 


True freshman running back Jordan Stevenson thinks highly of his 
abilities. So highly that he was willing to burn his redshirt after five games 
this season just to see the field on kickoff returns. 

The original plan was to give Stevenson a year to get used to Nebraska, 
a place he didn't see himself going just a month before the season. A long 
time Wisconsin commit, Stevenson was sent for a loop when the school 
denied him admission a week before fall camp. Nebraska welcomed him 
with open arms but thought it best for him to take a year off, as the run- 
ning back’s body weight and conditioning werent game ready when he hit 
campus. 

“Man, Im in fantastic shape now,’ he said. “Going through the trials 
and tribulations that I did before anything happened, I thank God for that 
setback because it helped me focus on getting in better shape, understand- 
ing what college is all about and knowing what it is to be a college athlete” 

During the limbo period when Stevenson thought he had a chance to 
play in Madison but awaited admission, he gained 20 pounds. 

“During the whole setback was kind of down and out; he said. “I came 
in a good 228, well overweight, and right now I’m about 206, solid. ’m 
feeling good, more explosive, getting better by the day.” 

Stevenson said he dedicated himself to reshaping his body and proving 
to the Nebraska coaching staff that he was still the player they saw on high 
school film and wanted so badly. It had been a goal of his play right away, 
but he recognized how much catching up he needed to do after the admis- 
sions incident at Wisconsin. 

“T took full consideration into that and went from there,’ Stevenson 
said. “I got mentally strong and physically stronger. That’s when they came 
to the conclusion that I might be ready. I might be able to pull my shirt and 
help this team? 

Short on kickoff return men, special teams coordinator Bruce Read 
considered Stevenson an option worth looking at after a few games, and al- 
though it’s not the role he came to Nebraska to play, it’s a start for Stevenson. 

“T am just focusing on my job and not concerning myself with every- 
thing,” he said. “I know what I bring to the table, and the coaches know as 
well. Right now, my duty is helping this team on kickoff return, and when 
the time comes, if God says it’s my time, it's my time” 

Offensively, Stevenson is still with the scout team. Even though his red- 
shirt went up in smoke, there are just too many running backs ahead of 
him on the roster. Those running backs have the advantage of a longer 
relationship with their position coach, Reggie Davis. 

“When I came in, we didn't really see too much eye to eye because he 
was still trying to get to know me,’ Stevenson said of Davis. “We didn’t re- 
ally have a relationship because I just jumped in with the rest of the players. 
He didn't really have anything with me, so we are building by the day. He 
is a good dude.” 

The scout team hasn't been a bad place to learn for a number of Husker 
greats. As recently as last season, Kenny Bell was still speaking highly of 
the lessons he learned his redshirt freshman season, and Stevenson has an 
open mind. 

“T salute the scout team,” he said. “T tell them everyday, “When we are 
out there, it’s party time for us; because I don't look at it as the scout team. 
We are just perfecting our craft like the other great athletes on the field 
with me” 

It’s hard to tell exactly how well Stevenson is really fitting in with the 
team and the culture at Nebraska, but for his part, he said his decision is 
turning out well. 

“Tt was really just go with your heart, take chances and make sure you 
make the right decision,” Stevenson said. 
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SCORING LEADERS 


IN THE BIG TEN 
CONFERENCE 


EZEKIEL ELLIOTT, OHIO STATE RB 
78 POINTS 


DREW BROWN, NEBRASKA PK 
69 POINTS 


62 POINTS 


GRIFFIN OAKES, INDIANA PK 
61 POINTS 


JORDAN CANZERI, IOWA RB 
60 POINTS 


With his two field goals and two extra points 
against Northwestern, Nebraska sophomore kick- 
er Drew Brown now has 69 points on the season, 
which ranks his second in the Big Ten in scoring be- 
hind Ohio State's Ezekiel Elliott. 


E} JACK WILLOUGHBY, OHIO STATE PK 
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Drill 


Not so Fast, My Friend 

The Big Ten likes to pride itself on being an old school, smash mouth 
football league. The conference likes to think of itself as the most physi- 
cal in the nation, but Nebraska coach Mike Riley isn’t so sure its much 
different from what he’s used to in the Pac-12. 

“As you look at the games, it’s probably pretty close to the same 
thing,” the coach said. 

One factor working for the Big Ten is the parity among top teams, 
according to Riley. 

“Those teams that are supposed to be at the top, they’re still play- 
ing really tight games,’ Riley said. “These games appear to be like NFL 
games that go down late, so the 
competition is good. When it’ like 
that it’s physical on guys through- 
out? 

Still, dort be fooled into believ- 
ing blanket statements about this 
conference or that playing this 
style or that. 

“T think the Big Ten still has a 
good reputation of playing physi- 
cal football, but as you look at 
conferences in general there really 
are mixed bags of teams that are 
running,’ Riley said. “Like my old 
conference, everybody thinks of it 
like Oregon — spread, Washington 
State — spread, but you've got Stan- 
ford in there too. They line up ev- 
erybody right between the hashes 
sometimes. There's a mixed bag in 
college football and so that stuff is 
kind of spreading throughout the 
country.” 


Finding Balance 

Offensive balance can mean a 
lot of different things to a lot of dif- 
ferent people. Some, for example, 
like to think of balance in terms 
of run and pass. Nebraska coach 
Mike Riley buys into that philoso- 
phy to a point. 

“If we can be effective run- 
ning the football, and we can keep 
our passes to that 25 to 35 range, 
that’s pretty good; the coach said. 
“That's a pretty good game for us. 
It just shows, really, you're in good 
shape in the game, you're not having to throw because youre behind 
and youre keeping the defense off balance, hopefully, a little bit” 

Riley said it’s not so much about the pure volume of run and pass, 
though, that he is concerned with. It's being varied in the looks his of- 
fense gives a defense within those categories. 

“We havent really got it going yet, but having a nice variety with - 
whether it’s a receiver run like a reverse or a fly-sweep, obviously the 
tailback and even the quarterback - if you have that kind of variety and 
have those things going then having 30 passes in a game would indicate 
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good things are going on,’ Riley said. 


Finding Fullbacks 

Andy Janovich’s emergence is making the fullback a staple of coach Mike Ri- 
ley’s Monday discussions with the media. First it was where did you find this guy? 
Then it was how much more can you use him? Now it’s where do you find another 
guy like him once he graduates? 

“T don't think we ever recruited a fullback,” Riley said, speaking of his time at 
Oregon State. “We found them from the walk-on ranks and almost every one of 
them that we had earned a scholarship and became a guy that did what Andy's 
doing. Maybe not with the running ability necessarily, but throw them a ball in 
the flat once in a while and they lead 
block? 

Riley added that he isn't against 
recruiting a scholarship guy at the 
position if the situation was right, 
but the next Nebraska fullback may 
already be on the roster. 

“Our backup right now, Harrison 
Jordan is a walk-on player that is a 
good, tough football player,’ Riley 
said. “At the same time, yes we would 
(recruit another fullback) if it was 
the right guy’ 

The “right guy” is a versatile play- 
er like Janovich that can do more 
than just lead block, according to 
Riley. 

“That ideal guy could be that guy 
that could move from an H-Back 
back into the backfield and be a full- 
back for you;’ the coach said. “I think 
in an ideal world in the future, that 
would be a versatile person that you 
could get” 

That kind of guy might be hard to 
find in this day and age. With many 
offenses going away from the posi- 
tion, fullbacks are no longer being 
groomed in large quantities. 

“The NFL goes through the 
same thing,” Riley said. “There's 
not a lot of teams that use full- 
backs because of the spread, so 
you find them different ways and 
recruiting them out of high school 
is kind of like that.” 


Back-up fullback Harrison Jordan 


Going Bowling? 

Nebraska hasn't missed a bowl game since 2007, the final year of the Bill Cal- 
Jahan tenure. 

At 3-4 heading to Northwestern, the team was fighting to keep that streak alive, 
but it’s starting quarterback urged his teammates not to look at the big picture. 

“Our whole objective is just to win as many games as we can,’ Tommy Arm- 
strong said. “We'll let that set us up down the road, but as far as right now, were 
taking it one week at a time and making sure that we win each and every week and 
not put ourselves in situations like we did. You know, we are 5-10 seconds away 
from being 5-1. Right now, we're 3-4 and we've just got to keep winning out?” 


Hometown Huskers 


David Sutton returns from dislocated ankle in first game 


Story by Lanny Holstein » Photo by Joe Mixan 


THINGS ARE LOOKING up for Nebraska tight end David 
Sutton, but he still harbors some resentment towards BYU. 

The former walk-on tight end made his return to the field Satur- 
day against Northwestern and is being worked more and more into 
the offense, but the hit that took him out for six games still doesn’t 
sit well with him. 

“T still have some sour grapes, personally, just because I did not 
think it was a clean hit? Sutton said. “TI did not hear from any of the 
BYU players, but that doesn’t really matter to me. At the end of the 
day, it’s just a tough deal” 

Sutton offered his vantage point on the hit that drove many 
Husker fans to social media in outrage. 

“I was running my corner route, and the ball was seven yards 
over my head,’ the tight end said. “I was finally sort of decelerating, 
starting to get ready to turn and go back to the huddle, and then 
the next thing you know I 
have this defender that is 
sliding into my legs.” 

The defender was 
BYU’s Jordan Preator, 
a sophomore defensive 
back assigned to covering 
the Nebraska tight end on 
the play. 

Trailing the route, he 
rolled into Sutton’s legs 
and took half the fifth- 
year senior’s final season 
away from him. 

“Tnitially, they thought 
it was a really severely 
sprained ankle, but it 
ended up that I dislocated 
my talus, which is essen- 
tially an ankle bone that 
connects to your tibia and 
fibia,” Sutton said of the 
injury. “Essentially, I had 
a dislocated ankle.” 

Sutton thought he had 
broken his ankle as he 
lied on the field following 
the play. All the work he 
had put in to get to that 
point flashed before his 
eyes. 

“My first four years 
here, I really didn't get a 
lot of playing time, and it 
was really difficult for me, 
and then playing a half in 
the BYU game before go- 
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ing on the shelf was definitely tough,” Sutton said. “Tt was difficult 
to cope with.” 

But cope is exactly what Sutton did. He assessed the damage and 
made a plan to deal with it. 

“T really worked hard in the weight room,’ he said. “I really want- 
ed to stay in shape, so I worked with the strength and conditioning 
coaches to keep my upper body strength up. I really couldn't do 
anything lower body-wise: 

But the physical part of his recovery wasnt the toughest part. 
Missing half of what was supposed to be a great season, a reward 
for Sutton took a toll. 

“Those first couple weeks it was tough to stick it out at practice 
because I really wanted to be out here,’ Sutton said. “But you can 
talk to guys on the team that have been through this stuff. Three of 
my roommates — Tyson Broekemeier, Ryne Reeves and Zach Sterup 
- have all had tough inju- 
ries. Its been nice to have 
them because I can relate 
to what it’s like” 

Sutton’s hoping all that is 
behind him now. He never 
once thought of giving up, 
quitting the team, or even 
of applying for a medical 
hardship and a_ possible 
sixth season of eligibility 
next year. These final five 
games are his Super Bowl. 

And Sutton — thinks 
there is a role for him at 
a position where Cethan 
Carter, Sam Cotton and 
Trey Foster have each 
carved out roles. 

“The really big em- 
phasis is on being that 
physical presence on the 
edge, really being a physi- 
cal blocker; Sutton said. 
“Now that we have Ce- 
than (Carter) back and 
Sam Cotton, they've as- 
sumed the pass catching 
roles and duties.” 

The plan is for Sutton 
to get more and more re- 
sponsibility as the year 
goes along, but that’s sec- 
ondary to him. 

“At the end of the day, 
I just want to be out there 
on the field, he said. 
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Don't spend valuable pre-game time searching for parking 
before Husker kickoffs. Reserve your parking online for one 
game or the entire season at one of our convenient City 
garages. You'll save time and money AND qualify to win 
valuable prizes! Were giving away two Big Red Weekend 
Packages that include two tickets to the game, $100 in 
Husker merchandise and a $50 restaurant gift certificate. 


It's easy to sign up at . SO Go-Park-Win 
with the Huskers and reserve 
game day parking! 
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SON 20 GOSS ON ONS RRS SRA SINS NODS 


Name Pos Ht Wt Yr Hometown (Prev School) 
Westerkamp, Jordan WR 6-0 195 Jr. Lombard, III. (Montini Catholic) 
Darlington, Zack QB 6-2 205 RFr. Apopka, Fla. (Apopka) 

Mosley, Trai CB 5-10 170 RFr. Pflugerville, Texas (Hendrickson) 
Stevenson, Jordan IB 5-9 205 Fr. Dallas, Texas (South Oak Cliff) 

Alston, Lavan WR 6-0 175 Fr. Oxnard, Calif. (St. Bonaventure) 
Newby, Marcus LB 6-1 235 So. North Potomac, Md. (Quince Orchard) 
Anderson, Avery DB 6-0 175 Fr. Surprise, Ariz. (Pine Creek (Colorado Springs)) 
Armstrong Jr.,Tommy QB 6-1 220 Jr. Cibolo, Texas (Steele) 

Young, Dedrick LB 6-1 220 Fr. Peoria, Ariz. (Centennial) 

Bush, AJ QB 6-3 220 RFr. Alpharetta, Ga. (Norcross) 

Lee Jr., Eric DB 6-0 180 Fr. Milton, Mass. (Valor Christian (Colorado)) 
Allen, Taariq WR 6-3 200 Sr. Weston, Mass. (The Rivers School) 
Collins, Maliek DT 6-2 300 Jr. Kansas City, Mo. (Center) 

Jones, Chris DB 6-0 180 So. Jacksonville, Fla. (Sandalwood) 
Morgan Jr., Stanley WR 6-0 185 Fr. New Orleans, La. (St. Augustine) 
Broekemeier, Tyson QB 6-1 200 Sr. Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 

Neal, DaiShon DE 6-7 250 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Central) 

Kalu, Joshua CB 6-1 185 So. Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) 

Turner, Jamal WR 6-1 190 Sr. Arlington, Texas (Sam Houston) 

Carter, Cethan TE 6-4 240 Jr. New Orleans, La. (Archbishop Rummel) 
Joseph, Boaz DB 6-1 190 So. Weston, Fla. (Cypress Bay) 

Gifford, Luke LB 6-3 215 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 

Hovey, Lane WR 6-4 205 Jr. Adel, lowa (Adel-Desoto-Minburn) 
Talan, Adrienne LB 6-1 200 Fr. Davie, Fla. (Flanagan) 

Rose, Jonathan CB 6-1 195 Sr. Leeds, Ala. (Auburn) (Leeds) 
Pierson-El, De’-Mornay WR 5-9 185 So. Alexandria, Va. (West Potomac) 
Rose-Ivey, Michael LB 5-11 240 Jr. Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) 

Reed, Antonio DB 6-2 200 Fr. Memphis, Tenn. (Southaven (Miss.)) 
Fyfe, Ryker QB 6-2 210 Jr. Grand Island, Neb. (Grand Island) 

King, Sedrick DE 6-4 240 RFr. Plant City, Fla. (Plant City) 

Barry, Mohamed LB 6-1 215 Fr. Grayson, Ga. (Grayson) 

Keels, Joe DE 6-3 265 Sr. Kenosha, Wis. (Highland CC) (Bradford) 
Jackson, Charles DB 5-11 180 Jr. Spring, Texas (Klein Collins) 

Wilbon, Mikale IB 5-8 190 RFr. Chicago, Ill. (De La Salle Institute) 
Ozigbo, Devine RB 5-11 225 Fr. Sachse, Texas (Sachse) 

Ridder, Anthony DB 6-2 205 Sr. West Point, Neb. (West Point Central Catholic) 
Davie, Daniel CB 6-1 190 Sr. Beatrice, Neb. (Beatrice) 

Rose, Austin IB 6-1 215 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (North Star) 

Williams, Aaron S 5-11 185 Fr. Atlanta, Ga. (Carver) 

Gerry, Nate S 6-2 205 Jr. Sioux Falls, $.D. (Washington) 
Holtmeier, Blake WR 6-2 200 RFr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney Catholic) 
Connely, Thomas LB 5-11 205 RFr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney Catholic) 
Pelzer, Brady WR 5-11 180 RFr. Bellevue, Neb. (Bellevue East) 

Sutcliffe, Jamie PK 6-2 190 Jr. — Thousand Oaks, Calif: (Utah/Pierce College) (Thousand Oaks) 
Foltz, Sam P 6-1 200 Jr. Greeley, Neb. (Grand Island) 

Johnson, Noah RB 6-0 195 Fr. Sutton, Neb. (Sutton) 

Williams, Kieron S 6-0 190 So. Shreveport, La. (Air Force Prep) (C.E. Byrd) 
Cockrell, Byerson S 6-0 185 Sr. Columbus, Miss. (East Mississippi CC) (Columbus) 
Taylor, Adam IB 6-2 210 So. Katy, Texas (Katy) 

Graham, Nolan DB 5-11 200 RFr. Firth, Neb. (Norris) 

Nabity, Graham IB 6-0 210 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Elkhorn) 

Kitrell, Bo FB 6-1 225 RFr. Ashland, Neb. (Ashland-Greenwood) 
Young, Conor WR 6-1 170 Fr. Cozad, Neb. (Cozad) 

Cross, Imani IB 6-1 240 Sr. Gainesville, Ga. (North Hall) 

Davis, Alex DE 6-5 230 Fr. Riviera Beach, Fla. (Dwyer) 

Bailey, Christian WR 5-11 205 So. San Clemente, Calif. (San Clemente) 
McKay, Garrett LB 6-0 210 Jr. Anaheim Hills, Calif. (Santa Ana College) (Servite) 
Brown, Drew PK 5-11 180 So. Southlake, Texas (Southlake Carroll) 
Newby, Terrell IB 5-10 200 Jr. Los Angeles, Calif. (Chaminade) 
Janovich, Andy FB 6-1 230 Sr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 

Karel, Reid ATH 6-3 190 Fr. Seward, Neb. (Seward) 

Lazaro, Noah LB 6-2 225 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln Southwest) 
Mazour, Wyatt RB 5-9 190 Fr. Albion, Neb. (Boone Central) 

Jordan, Harrison FB 5-10 230 So. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 

Nelson, Jordan IB 5-7. 180 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 

Betka, Ty WR 5-7 165 Jr. Superior, Neb. (Drake) 

Ober, Jordan LS 6-1 200 Fr.  LasVegas, Nev. (Bishop Gorman) 
McNitt, Luke TE 6-2 240 So. 


Kearney, Neb. (Nebraska-Kearney) (Kearney) 
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2015 NEBRASKA FOOTBALL ROSTER 


No Name Pos Ht Wt Yr Hometown (Prev School) 
Foster, Trey TE 6-0 245 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
Koley, Creighton DB 6-0 180 RFr. Omaha, Neb. (Skutt Catholic) 
Classen, Brett WR 6-2 205 So. Medina, Minn. (Winona State) (Wayzata) 
Ferguson, Tyrin LB 6-2 200 Fr. New Orleans, La. (Edna Karr) 
McCann, Mitch FB 6-0 235 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 
Stoltenberg, Mick DL 6-5 265 RFr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 
Natter, A.J. DE 6-5 250 So. Milton, Wis. (Milton) 
Reimers, Bryan WR 6-5 210 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln East) 
Jarzynka, Matt DE 6-4 240 RFr. Loup City, Neb. (Loup City) 
Evans, Erik DE 6-3 255 So. Waverly, Neb. (Waverly) 
Rahn, Gabe WR 6-1 190 So. Le Mars, lowa (Le Mars) 
Hemphill, Austin FB 6-0 220 Fr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 
Weber, Chris LB 6-3 220 So. Omaha, Neb. (Elkhorn) 
Johns, Garret DL 6-0 280 Jr. Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 
Brugmann, Jared LB 6-2 225 Fr. Gretna, Neb. (Gretna) 
Freudenburg, Ryan OL 6-5 305 RFr. Norfolk, Neb. (Lutheran-Northeast) 
Banderas, Josh LB 6-2 235 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 
Boryca, Alex LB. 6-2 220 RFr. Cozad, Neb. (Cozad) 
Painter, Robby OL 6-4 290 Jr. Centennial, Colo. (Grandview) 
Poppen, Garrett LB 6-1. 215 RFr. Giltner, Neb. (Giltner) 
Maurice, Kevin DT 6-3 280 Jr. Orlando, Fla. (Freedom) 
Thurston, Paul OL 6-5 295 Jr. Arvada, Colo. (Arvada West) 
Gaylord, Christian OL 6-6 275 Fr. Baldwin City, Kan. (Baldwin City) 
Simpson, Brad LB 6-0 225 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Ralston) 
Sterup, Zach OL 6-8 320 Sr. Hastings, Neb. (Hastings St. Cecilia) 
Weinmaster, Jacob LB 6-0 200 Fr. Loveland, Colo. (Loveland) 
Lopez, Joel DL 6-2 260 So. Saint Charles, Ill. (Burlington Central) 
Whitaker, Corey OL 6-4 290 Jr. Murrieta, Calif. (Vista Murrieta) 
Cleveland, Brody LB 6-2 210 Fr. Ogallala, Neb. (Ogallala) 
Finnin, Matt OL 6-7 305 Sr. Crete, Ill. (College of DuPage) (Crete Monee) 
Conrad, Cole OL 6-5 290 RFr. Fremont, Neb. (Archbishop Bergan) 
Farmer, Tanner OL 6-4 310 RFr. Highland, Ill. (Highland) 
Reeves, Ryne OL 6-3 300 Sr. Crete, Neb. (Crete) 
Utter, Dylan OL 6-1 285 Jr. Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista) 
Foster, Jerald OL 6-3 310 RFr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
Gates, Nick OL 6-5 290 RFr. Las Vegas, Nev. (Bishop Gorman) 
Kondolo, Chongo OL 6-4 300 Sr. Carrollton, Texas (Fresno City College) (Creekview) 
Lewis, Alex OL 6-6 290 Sr. Tempe, Ariz. (Colorado) (Mountain Pointe) 
Hannon, Zach OL 6-5 305 So. Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) 
Hahn, Sam OL 6-6 300 Jr. DeWitt, Neb. (North Dakota St.) (Tri-County) 
Barnett, Jalin OL 6-4 310 Fr. Lawton, Okla. (Lawton) 
Anderson, Fyn DL 6-3 260 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
Long, Chris OL 6-4 300 Sr. __ Blair, Neb. (Blair) 
Johnson Jr., Dwayne OL 6-6 280 So. Houston, Texas (Bellaire) 
Owen, Dylan DL 6-5 235 RFr. Westchester, N.Y. (Bridgton Academy) (Somers) 
Knevel, David OL 6-9 310 So. Brantford, Ontario, Canada (Pauline Johnson Collegiate) 
Price, Givens DT 6-4 310 Sr. Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) 
Decker, Michael OL 6-4 285 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (North) 
Moore, Alonzo WR 6-2 195 Jr. Winnfield, La. (Winnfield Senior) 
Cotton, Sam TE 6-4 250 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
Snyder, Matt TE 6-5 245 Fr. San Ramon, Calif. (California) 
Sutton, David TE 6-3 255 Sr. Lincoln, Neb (Southeast) 
Reilly, Brandon WR 6-1 195 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 
Dzuris, Ross DE 6-3 250 Jr.  Plattsmouth, Neb. (Plattsmouth) 
Hoppes, Tyler TE 6-4 240 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Wayne State) (Southwest) 
Ketter, Connor TE 6-5 245 So. Norfolk, Neb. (Norfolk Catholic) 
McMullen, Greg DE 6-3 280 Jr. Akron, Ohio (Hoban) 
Akinmoladun, Freedom DE 6-4 255 RFr. Grandview, Mo. (Grandview) 
Urbach, Chase LS 6-3 200 Fr. Grosse Pointe, Mich. (Grosse Pointe South) 
Williams, Kevin DT 6-2 275 Sr. Holland, Ohio (Springfield) 
Davis, Khalil DL 6-2 265 Fr. Blue Springs, Mo. (Blue Springs) 
Gangwish, Jack DE 6-2 265 Sr. Wood River, Neb. (Wood River) 
Lindsay, Spencer PK 5-9 205 Jr. Kearney, Neb. (Kearney) 
Davis, Carlos DL 6-2 265 Fr. Blue Springs, Mo. (Blue Springs) 
Rath, Logan DT 6-4 280 Jr. — Giltner, Neb. (South Dakota State) (Giltner) 
Valentine, Vincent DT 6-3 320 Jr. Edwardsville, Ill. (Edwardsville) 
Newell, Peyton DL 6-3 270 RFr. Hiawatha, Kan. (Hiawatha) 
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2015 SCHEDULE 
Sept.6 @ Marshall L, 41-31 
Sept. 12 Indiana State W, 38-14 
Sept. 19 Virginia Tech L, 51-24 
Sept. 26 Bowling Green __L, 35-28 
Oct.3 @ Michigan State L, 24-21 
Oct. 10 Minnesota L, 41-13 
Oct. 17 @ Wisconsin L, 24-7 


Noy. 7 _ Illinois 

Noy. 14 @ Northwestern 
Nov. 21 @ Iowa 

Noy. 28 Indiana 


2014 RESULTS (3-9, 1-7) 
Western Michigan W, 43-34 
Central Michigan L, 17-38 
Notre Dame* L, 14:30 
Southern Illinois W, 35-13 
Towa L, 10-24 
@ Illinois W, 38-27 
Michigan State —_L, 31-45 
@ Minnesota L, 38-39 


@ Nebraska L, 14-35 
Wisconsin L, 16-34 
Northwestern L, 14-38 
@ Indiana L, 16-23 
HEAD COACH 


Darrell Hazell is on the hot seat at 
Purdue. Even 
though it is 
only his third y~ 
year as head 
coach, he is 
5-26 overall 


and has a ) 
dismal 1-18 
record in 
the Big Ten 
conference. 
Hazell came to f 
West Lafayette é 
from Kent { 
i _ 


State where he 

guided the Flashes to a 11-3 mark, and 
an appearance in the MAC Champion- 
ship game. Hazell’s team was ranked No. 
18 in the national polls at one point and. 
finished at No. 25. 

Prior to Kent State, Hazell had a suc- 
cessful stint as wide receivers coach 
under Jim Tressel at Ohio State. He also 
became assistant head coach for the 
Buckeyes. 


a. 


—— ANS 


Purdue wide receiver Danny Anthrop 


Story By Shane G. Gilster « Photos by Purdue Athletic Communications 


Boilermakers losing streak will continue against Nebraska 

Purdue is on a five-game losing streak and is 1-6 overall. 

But it isn’t like this is a terrible Boilermaker team. Three of their losses were 
each 10 points or less and they almost pulled off a huge upset at Michigan State. 

On paper, the match up against Nebraska doesn’t bode well for Purdue other than 
one area where they could exploit the Huskers. 

The Boilermakers have a pedestrian average of 215 passing yards per game with 
around 11 yards per completion, but with Nebraska’s inability to stop the pass, Pur- 
due should better those numbers. 

With a bye week to prepare for NU, Purdue should be able to put together some 
sort of game plan to stay within striking distance for a least a half. 


Prediction 
Nebraska’s talent will eventually take over and pull away in the fourth quarter to 
keep the Boilermakers winless in Big Ten play. 


Nebraska 39, Purdue 22 


A look back - Defensive Pressure 

Nebraska 44, Purdue 7 

Oct. 12, 2013 in West Lafayette, Indiana 

Redshirt freshman Tommy Armstrong Jr. had a tough day completing 6-of-18 
passes for 43 yards and five yards rushing on four carries. He also threw three inter- 
ceptions which led way to senior Ron Kellogg at quarterback. 

Kellogg did much better with 10-of-13 passing for 141 yards and one touch- 
down. The running game also did well with five rushing touchdowns and was led by 
Ameer Abdullah’s126 yards. 
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RESER E YOUR PARKING ONLINE! 


PERAN ATES: 


Purdue quarterback David Blough 


Nebraska’s defense held Purdue to 32 yards 
rushing and almost posted out a shutout but 
gave up a 55-yard touchdown pass with under 
a minute to play in the game. 

The Blackshirts were led by sophomore 
defensive end Randy Gregory who had two 
sacks, one leading to a safety, and a fumble 
recovery. 


Offensive Preview 

Even though they have only won one game, 
Purdue isn’t inept offensively. They can 
put up some points and are averaging 23 per 
game. Against No. 2 Michigan State in East 
Lansing, the Boilermakers had 300 yards of 
total offense in their 24-21 loss to the Spar- 
tans. 

Markell Jones is a true freshman running 
back with great potential. He rushed for 157 
yards against Michigan State, averaging seven 
yards a pop. 

“He’s going to be a great back for us. He 
sees the hole and has patience. He’s very 
physical with the ball and has good balance. 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


; He gets better and better each week,” 
Purdue head coach Darrell Hazell. 


said 


But Nebraska’s defense is suspect in the 


secondary, so Purdue might concentrate 
: throwing the ball instead of running it. 


Expect another freshman to get his oppor- 


' tunities to have success. Quarterback David 

_ Blough should be able to find some open 

_ receivers with his favorite being senior Danny 
Anthrop. Anthrop had a big game against 

_ Nebraska last year in Lincoln with 80 yards 

/ receiving. 


Defensive Preview 
The Boilermaker defense gives up some 


points. They average almost 33 per game and 
_ yield close to 430 yards of total offense. 


Nebraska should make some hay with those 


_ kinds of numbers especially in the second half 
' where Purdue opponents outscore the Boiler- 
makers 69 to 28 in the third quarter. 


If there is any strength on defense for Pur- 


due, it may be their pass defense. Cornerback 
Frankie Williams and safety Leroy Clark are 


OCTOBER 31, 2015 


solid players and can defend the pass 
pretty well. 
To help their defensive backs, de- 


: fensive ends Evan Panfil and Antoine 
' Miles rush the passer effectively at 

» times, with Miles leading the team 

» with four sacks. 


Last game 
Wisconsin 24, Purdue 7 


Played Oct. 17 at Madison, Wis- 


» consin 


The score indicated a competitive 


' game for the Boilermakers. In fact it 


was a 10-7 contest late into the third 
quarter. 
The only highlight for Purdue 


» came on defense when Leroy Clark 

: intercepted the Badgers and returned 
' it 66 yards, leading to a Boilermaker 
© touchdown. 


Purdue’s rush defense came up 
big allowing only 96 yards against a 
Wisconsin team that likes to run. But 


: the Badger defense was just as good 
» allowing Purdue only 55 yards on 
' the ground. 


Purdue just couldn’t muster any 


: offense to complement their defense 


as they were held to a season low 
191 yards of total offense. 


Fast Facts 
Location: West Lafayette, Indiana 
Enrollment: 38,770 
First Year of Football: 1887 
Big Ten Titles: 12 
Stadium Name: Ross-Ade Stadium 
Stadium Capacity: 62,500 
Nickname: Boilermakers 
Colors: Old Gold & Black 
Mascot: Boilermaker Special 
2014 Overall Record: 3-9 
2014 Big Ten Record: 1-7 
Conference: Big Ten 
Starters Returning: (18) — Offense 


' (8), Defense (8), Specialists (2) 


r loc 


www.blurparties.com 
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PURDUE BOILERMAKERS 


2015 FOOTBALL ROSTER 


No Name Yr Pos Ht Wt Hometown (Prev School) 

1. DJ. Knox SO RB 5-7 197 Fairburn, Ga./Creekside 

1 Brandon Roberts RSFRS 5-11 198 Naylor, Ga./Lowndes 

2 Jonathan Curry JR TE 6-2 250 Phenix City, Ala./Central 

2 Da’Wan Hunte SO CB 5-9 183 Miami, Fla./Miami Central 

2 — Elijah Sindelar FR QB 6-4 216 Princeton, Ky./Caldwell County 

3 Leroy Clark JR = =S 5-10 190 Miami, Fla./Archbishop Carroll 

3 Bilal Marshall JR WR 6-2 195 Miami, Fla./Dade Christian 

4  Ja'Whaun Bentley SO LB 6-2 260 Glenarden, Md./DeMatha Catholic 

4 Keith Byars II SO RB 5-10 204 Boca Raton, Fla./Milford Academy/Boca 
5 Austin Logan JR S 6-0 200 Tallahassee, Fla./Florida 

5 DomoniqueYoung JR WR 6-3 205 Los Angeles, Calif./Cerritos College 

6 _Evyn Cooper FR CB 6-2 195 Buford, Ga./Buford 

6 Myles Norwood SO CB 6-0 170 Arlington, Texas/Grace Prep 

7 Robert Gregory JR SS 6-1 219 Chicago, Ill./Simeon 

7 DeAngelo Yancey JR WR 6-2 223 Atlanta, Ga./Mays 

8 Tim Cason RSFRS 5-11 195 Clarkston, Mich./Clarkston 

8 Markell Jones FR RB 5-11 207 Columbus, Ind./Columbus East 

9 Anthony Brown SR CB 5-11 190 Tampa, Fla./Hillsborough 

9 Dan Monteroso JR WR 6-3 192. Saint Clairsville, Ohio/Saint Clairsville 
10 Matt Burke SO TE 6-6 240 West Palm Beach, Fla./Cardinal Newman 
10 Mike Little FR CB 6-0 175 Newhall, Calif./Notre Dame 

11 David Blough RSFR QB 6-1 202 Carrollton, Texas/Creekview 

11. Antoine Miles SO RE 6-3 236 Canton, Ohio/McKinely 

12 Austin Appleby JR QB 6-5 239 North Canton, Ohio/North Canton Hoover 
13 Gelen Robinson SO RE 6-1 250 Schererville, Ind./Lake Central 

14 Ra’Zahn Howard JR DT 6-3 310 Asbury Park, N.J./Asbury Park 

15 Andy Chelf FR  S 6-0 190 Southlake, Texas/Southlake Carroll 

15 Trae Hart SO WR 5-10 168 Mesquite, Texas/First Baptist Academy 
16 Garrett Hudson SO LB 6-3 240 Tallahassee, Fla./North Florida Christian 
17 Fred Brown FR. DT 6-1 260 Boutte, La./Hahnville 

18 Cameron Posey JR WR 6-1 183 Boca Raton, Fla./American Heritage 
18 Eddy Wilson FR DT 6-4 265 Pontiac, Mich./West Bloomfield 

19 Aaron Banks FR QB 6-4 196 Indianapolis, Ind./Brebeuf 

19 Dezwan Polk-Campbell SO. LB 6-3 210 Columbus, Ohio/Whetstone 

20 Gregory Phillips SO. WR 6-0 191 Lithonia, Ga./Arabia Mountain 

20 David Rose FR CB 6-0 175 Temple Hills, Md./Potomac 

21 Markus Bailey FR LB 6-1 230 Columbus, Ohio/Hilliard Davidson 

21 Anthony Mahoungou SO WR 6-3 207 Paris, France/West Hills 

22 Sawyer Dawson FR. LB 6-1 215 Lakeland, Fla./Plant City 

23 Keyante Green SO RB 5-9 219 McDonough, Ga./Eagle’s Landing Christian 
24 Frankie Williams SR CB 5-9 190 Tampa, Fla./Robinson 

25 AntonioBlackmon RSFRCB 6-0 181 Fort Wayne, Ind./Bishop Dwenger 

25 Tario Fuller FR RB 6-0 186 Sugar Hills, Ga./Lanier 

26 Stefan Certa SR. CB 5-11 187 Crown Point, Ind./Crown Point 

27 Evan Feichter JR S 6-0 191 Fort Wayne, Ind./Bishop Dwenger 

28 David Yancey SO RB 5-10 213 Schererville, Ind./Lake Central 

29 Jimmy Herman JR LB 6-4 230 Carmel, Ind./Carmel 

30 Thomas Meadows SR _K-P 6-0 182 Maidens, Va./Goochland 

31 Joe Schopper FR P- 6-0 180 Indianapolis, Ind./Cathedral 

32 Evan Pulliam JR LB 6-2 225 Indianapolis, Ind./Cathedral 

33 Danny Anthrop SR WR 6-0 186 West Lafayette, Ind./Central Catholic 
34 Austin Sullins FR CB 5-10 190 Casper, Wyo./IMG Academy 

36 Danny Ezechukwu SO LB 6-2 246 Lithonia, Ga./Arabia Mountain 

36 Richie Worship FR RB 6-1 242 Cleveland, Ohio/Valley Forge 


No Name 


Paul Griggs 
Brian Bravo 

Tim Faison 
Jacob Thieneman 
Andy James Garcia 
Myles Homan 
Lane Beeler 
Race Johnson 
Micah Budzinski 
Shayne Henley 
John Vargyas 
Wes Cook 

Tyler Duncan 
Keiwan Jones 
Bearooz Yacoobi 
John Strauser 
Johnny Daniels 
Kirk Barron 

Jake Replogle 
Ryan DeBusk 
Michael Mendez 
Wyatt Cook 
Robert Kugler 
Langston Newton 
Eric Swingler 
Ben Makowski 
Cameron Cermin 
Peyton Truitt 
John Bednar 
Jordan Roos 
Corey Clements 
Jason King 

J.J. Prince 
Martesse Patterson 
David Hedelin 
Joey Warburg 
Matt McCann 
Jarrett Burgess 
Keenan Schon 
Alex Hilger 
Malcolm Dotson 
Jess Trussell 
Jordan Jurasevich 
Shane Mikesky 
Cole Herdman 
Brycen Hopkins 
Will Colmery 
Chazmyn Turner 
Ryan Watson 
Grant Ellington 
Evan Panfil 

Jake Herr 
Michael Rouse III 
Will Schott 


Yr Pos Ht Wt Hometown (Prev School) 

SR K~ 6-2 205 Charlotte, N.C./Charlotte Latin 

FR K 6-2 190 North Aurora, Ill./Joliet Catholic 

FR LB 6-2 200 Tallahassee, Fla./Amos P. Godby 
RSFRS 6-0 205 Noblesville, Ind./Guerin Catholic 

JR LB 6-0 228 Miami, Fla./Hialeah 

FR K~ 6-1 195 Cincinnati, Ohio/St. Xavier 

RSFR RB 5-10 219 Westpoint, Ind./McCutcheon 

SO CB 5-11 180 Carmel, Ind./Carmel 

SO TE 6-6 215 Knox, Ind./Culver Community 

JR DE 6-3 265 Simi Valley, Calif./Moorpark JC 

FR. LS 5-11 250 Wheaton, Ill./Saint Francis 

SO S_ 5-10 189 Westminster, Md./East Carolina 
RSFRK 5-11 190 Danville, Calif./De La Salle 

RSFRDT 6-2 278 Ocala, Fla./Dunnellon 

RSFROL 6-5 297 Dearborn, Mich./Dearborn 

SO DE 6-2 270 Champaign, IlI./St. Thomas More 

SO DT 6-3 287 Chicago, III./Foreman 

RS FR 0G-C 6-2 305 Mishawaka, Ind./Marian 

JR DT 6-5 275 Centerville, Ohio/Centerville 

JR RE 6-1 251 Atascadero, Calif./Atascadero 

FR OL 6-4 282 Los Fresnos, Texas/Los Fresnos 

FR LB 6-2 240 Westminster, Md./McDonogh School 
SR CC 6-3 294 Pittsburgh, Pa./North Allegheny 

JR DE 6-3 284 Indianapolis, Ind./Kentucky 
RSFROL 6-5 303 Munster, Ind./Munster 

FR LS 6-2 263 Osceola, Ind./Penn 

JR OT 6-5 301 College Station, Texas/A&M Consolidated 
FR OL 6-5 295 West Lafayette, Ind./West Lafayette 
JR LS 6-2 242 Valparaiso, Ind./Valparaiso 

JR OG 6-4 312 Celina, Texas/Celina 

SR OL 6-8 420 Birmingham, Ala./Arizona Mesa C.C. 
JR OG 6-4 305 Little Rock, Ark./Pulaski Academy 

JR OT 6-6 297 Southlake, Texas/Carroll Senior 
RSFROL 6-3 345 Columbus, Ohio/Marion-Franklin 

SR OT 6-4 298 Stockhom, Sweden/City College of San Francisco 
JR OL 6-5 285 Louisville, Ky./Trinity 

FR OL 6-6 315 Fishers, Ind./Bishop Chatard 

FR WR 6-2 195 Miami, Fla./Florida Christian 

JR WR 5-10 185 Fort Wayne, Ind./Bishop Dwenger 
RS FR WR 6-2 192 Natick, Mass/Natick 

FR WR 6-2 200 Indianapolis, Ind./Cathedral 

FR. TE 6-6 230 Arlington, Texas/James Martin 

SR TE 6-3 250 Crown Point, Ind./Crown Point 

SR WR 6-4 218 Zionsville, Ind./Zionsville 

RSFRTE 6-4 243 Leesburg, Va./Flint Hill 

FR TE 6-5 235 Nashville, Tenn./Ensworth 

RSFR DT 6-5 263 Western Spring, Ill./Nazareth Academy 
FR RE 6-5 250 Mooresville, N.C./Mooresville 

SR DT 6-2 298 Ellicott City, Md./Our Lady of Good Counsel 
SR LS 6-0 234 LaGrange, Ill./Drake 

JR DE 6-5 262 NewLenox, Ill./Lincoln Way Central 
FR. P- 6-5 220 Carmel, Ind./Carmel 

SR DT 6-4 301 Flossmoor, IIl./Homewood Flossmoor 
JR DE 6-3 209 Greenwood, Ind./Roncalli 


EAST 
UMM& SOR 


WEST 
- ORIN 


BIGTEN NOTEBOOK 


No Big Surprises 


Michigan State, Ohio State continue on collision 
course for undefeated meeting. 


| DOUG GRIFFITHS 


OHIO STATE and Michigan State 
continued to take care of business staying 


EAST DIVISION 


INDIANA 2015 Standings 


unbeaten as the two seem to be on course _  TThe Hoosiers have lost four straight - Team Overall Conference 
for an inevitable clash of unbeatens Nov. 21 | games and their defense is getting worse (if | Ohio State 8-0 4-0 
in Columbus. _ that was possible). _ Michigan State 8-0 4-0 
The Buckeyes and Spartans are two of 14 TU has allowed over 50 points in back- _—_—-Penn State 6-2 3-1 
teams in FBS that remain undefeated as we __to-back games, which is a huge concern _ Michigan 5-2 2-1 
we head into the final week of play inthe considering this team still needs two more —- Rutgers ae i 
month of October. - wins two become bow! eligible. : Minylad = ao 
Ohio State seems to be finding itself and Offensively, the Hoosiers continue to be aici = = 
becoming the team many of us expected the : led by quarterback Nate Sudfeld, who threw WEST DIVISION 

Scarlet and Gray to be entering 2015. for 308 yards and three touchdowns against ' Team Oserall: Cantecence 
The Buckeyes are beginning to play ' the Spartans. Towa 7-0 3-0 
dominating football and head coach Urban = “At the end, the dam finally broke,and == Wisconsin 6-2 3-1 
Meyer has opted, at least for now, to stop - I’m just disappointed the way it looks with — Northwestern 6-2 ea) 
platooning players at the quarterback posi- __ those two late runs and the kick blunders,” —_° Illinois 4-3 1-2 
tion. He named J.T. Barrett as the team’s IU head coach Kevin Wilson said. “Makes = Minnesota 4-3 1-2 
starter under center over Cardale Jones prior it look worse than it was.” _ Nebraska 3-5 1-3 
' Purdue 1-6 0-3 


to the Rutgers game. 

At least one Ohio State player was all in 
favor of Barrett getting the nod. 

“T feel he’s more in charge of every- 
thing,” tight end Nick Vannett told the As- 
sociated Press of Barrett. “He has a louder 
voice. When you’ ve got a leader like that 
at quarterback, people are going to listen to 


feel of being a leader on the field.” 

Last season Barrett led Ohio State to 
an 11-1 record before breaking his ankle 
against Michigan. 

Speaking of injuries, Michigan State 
has been riddled with them this season, 
especially on its offensive line and that’s 
why the Spartans, once ranked second in the 
country, haven’t looked overly impressive 
even though they’re 8-0. 


the table and dethrone the defending na- 
tional champions since the Green and White 
are the walking wounded these days. 

Following Huskers Illustrated takes a 
look at football happenings around the Big 
Ten. 


The Hoosiers allowed Michigan State 


» to score three touchdowns in the final three 
minutes. 


With that said, Wilson has now reached 


_ 30 Big Ten losses at Indiana faster than any 
_ football coach in Indiana history. He has a 

6-30 conference record in his fifth season in 
Bloomington. Wilson’s Hoosiers are 1-11 in 
him and respect him. Not that they didn’t re- 
spect Cardale, but I feel like he has a greater 


the past 12 Big Ten games. 


MARYLAND 
Mike Lockley’s debut as Maryland’s in- 


terim head coach was spoiled by Penn State. 


The offensive coordinator was promoted 


after head coach Randy Edsall was fired 
Oe MM, 


Lockley’s team led Penn State in the 


fourth quarter, but couldn’t hold the lead. 


“Good teams find a way to win these 


- games,’ Locksley said. 
It might be a reach to think MSU can run | 
- five turnovers, including three interceptions 
- by Perry Hills. 


The Terps’ chances were hurt by their 


MICHIGAN 
The Wolverines got a couple extra days 


: off from practice following their gut- 


Oct. 24 Results 
Northwestern 30, Nebraska 28 
Wisconsin 24, Illinois 13 
Penn State 31, Maryland 30 
Michigan State 52, Indiana 26 
Ohio State 49, Rutgers 7 


Oct. 31 Games 
Nebraska at Purdue 11 a.m. 
Illinois at Penn State TBD 
Maryland at Iowa TBD 
Rutgers at Wisconsin TBD 
Michigan at Minnesota 7 p.m. 


Nov. 7 Games 
Illinois at Purdue 11 a.m. 
Wisconsin at Maryland 2:30 p.m. 
Michigan State at Nebraska 6 p.m. 
Minnesota at Ohio State 7 p.m. 

Iowa at Indiana TBD 
Penn State at Northwestern TBD 

Rutgers at Michigan 


All times CT 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 
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wrenching loss to Michigan State, but 
returned to the practice field and were 
reminded by head coach Jim Harbaugh 
that there are more games to play. 

We will see if Michigan is a resilient 
bunch and is able to put one of the most 
difficult losses in its illustrious history 
behind it when it travels to Minnesota for 
a Halloween showdown. 


MICHIGAN STATE 

The Spartans used a 24-point fourth 
quarter to roll over visiting Indiana. 

Quarterback Connor Cook made sure 
his team remained undefeated. 

Cook threw for 398 yards and four 
touchdowns, all of which came on third 
down. Cook’s passing performance came 
just short of the school record of 400 
yards passing, set by Bill Burke in 1999. 


said. 

Because Cook was in the “zone,” the 
Spartans won for the 12th time in a row 
for the first time since 1956. MSU’s win 
streak is the third-longest winning streak 
in school history. 


OHIO STATE 

Barrett threw three touchdown passes 
and ran for two others to help his top- 
ranked team crush Rutgers. 

Barrett’s Buckeyes have won a nation- 
best 21 games in a row. 

Rutgers has one of the worst defenses 
in the Big Ten and it showed as Barrett 
completed 14-of-18 passes for 223 yards 
and ran for 101 yards on 13 carries. 

In the last two meetings against Rut- 
gers, Ohio State has outscored the Scarlet 
Knights 105-24. Welcome to the Big Ten 
Rutgers! 


PENN STATE 

Nittany Lion quarterback Christian 
Hackenberg threw for 315 yards and had 
touchdown passes of 37, 20 and 27 yards 
to help his team nip Maryland in Balti- 
more. 

Hackenberg’s favorite targets were 
Chris Godwin (four catches of 135 yards) 
and DaeSean Hamilton (five catches for 
96 yards). 


“T just felt like I was in the zone,” Cook | 
_ record-setting day. He became the school 
_ career leader in completions (608) and 

_ yards passing (7,53), passing Zach Mills. 


Jordan Westerkamp signals a first down. 


Those two help Hackenberg have a 


“T don’t think that’s something that’s 


_ going to hit me until later on down the 

_ road,” said Hackenberg of the record. “It 

_ was really cool to go out and get that done 
: today and have my teammates around 

: making plays.” 


RUTGERS 
It’s a safe bet the Scarlet Knights’ 


coaching staff won’t show their team the 
» game film of the Ohio State contest. 


Really nothing positive could be shown 


: from a Rutgers’ standpoint. After all, 

' after missing a short field goal on its first 
_ possession, Rutgers didn’t get past Ohio 

_ State’s 40-yard line until late in the fourth 
_ quarter. 


Perhaps the lone positive about hosting 


Ohio State was the fact that the game was 
: asellout as 53,111 packed High Point 

_ Solutions Stadium. It was the first time 

: Rutgers had hosted the No. 1 team in the 

: country since 2002. 


WEST DIVISION 
ILLINOIS 
Illinois has lost two in a row and might 


_ be in real trouble of becoming bowl 
eligible. 
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The Illini, who need two more victo- 


- Ties to get to six Ws, are struggling with 
_ injuries and now have four of their final 


five games on the road. 
Illinois was dominated by Wisconsin 


_ statistically, being outgained 419 to 333, 
' running 80 plays to 56, and the Badgers 
_ had the ball for more than 40 minutes. 


Still, [lini interim head coach Bill Cu- 
bit said, “I still think we were right there. 
When we have the chance to make a big 
play, we’ ve got to make it.” 

Cubit’s team faced the Badgers without 


_ starting tailback Josh Ferguson. He 
_ continues to nurse a right shoulder injury, 
- which he suffered against Nebraska. 


IOWA 
The Hawkeyes, who had a bye Oct. 24, 
are the surprise team in the Big Ten this 


- season and have a very good shot at run- 
' ning the table. 


If, and it’s a big if, lowa won the Big 


Ten Championship Game and finished 
- 13-0 would it be left out of the four-team 


playoff. 
It will be interesting to see where the 
Hawkeyes are ranked when the first Col- 


_ lege Football Playoff poll is released Nov. 
3. Many believe Iowa would be picked 

" over for teams like say LSU, Baylor or 

- TCU 


MINNESOTA 
Jerry Kill’s club enjoyed its bye week 


- on Oct. 24 and you know the Golden Go- 
_ phers worked on trying to generate more 
_ of a pass rush, something that’s really 

' hurting Minnesota this season. 


The Gophers rank second-to-last in the 


' Big Ten with 1.4 sacks per game. 


NORTHWESTERN 
The Wildcats are bowl eligible after 


- knocking off Nebraska in Lincoln. 


Northwestern found some offense 


. against the Huskers and it had struggled 
_ mightily on that side of the ball. 


The Wildcats headed to Lincoln last 
in the Big Ten in scoring (19.6 points per 


- game), last in total offense (331.6 yards 
| per game) and last in passing offense 
© (141.1). 


, 


y & | 


? 
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The Huskers were led onto the field against Northwestern for the Tunnel Walk by senior captain Jack Gangwish (95). 


NU had dropped two in a row to The project will be called the Purdue yards in 2004. 
Michigan and Iowa, losing those by an _—-Football Performance Complex and is : As Tom Dienhart of the Big Ten Net- 
average of 39-5, but don’t forget this is expected to break ground in May 2016 » work pointed out, Wisconsin quarterback 
a team that knocked off Stanford, a team and be completed in August 2017. | Joel Stave is averaging 33.7 attempts, 
that has just that one loss andisranked = “I’m convinced this is a necessary ' putting him on pace for 438 passes in 13 
in the top 10. ' step,” Purdue president Mitch Daniels : games, which would be a school single- 
' said. “There are other times for evaluation — season standard. Stave has the current 
PURDUE - and personnel and so forth, but if we don’t record of 336 in 2013. 

The Boilermakers were off this past have this kind of infrastructure in place, At Illinois, Stave was sacked hard in 
week and probably wish they could just | I don’t think Knute Rockne goes unde- : the first quarter. Although he passed the 
take the rest of the season off consid- _ feated here.” » concussion protocol, Stave didn’t look 
ering how things are going in West : ' right when he went back into the game. 
Lafayette. WISCONSIN » “You could tell he wasn’t getting the 

Purdue has lost its last 12 games The Badgers are just one game back _ plays,” Wisconsin head coach Paul Chryst 
to FBS programs so this past week’s _ of West Division-leading Iowa in the Big _ said. “We thought Bart (Houston) was go- 
announcement that the university will Ten standings and winning unconvention- —_ ing to be our best chance on it.” 
construct a long overdue $60 million ally. ' Houston responded, completing 
football complex was something posi- = ~—‘ There’s areal chance that Wisconsin —-27-of-33 passes for 232 yards, with two 
tive in yet another season to forget for won’t have a 1,000-yard rusher for the touchdown passes and a pair of intercep- 
head coach Darrell Hazell. ' first time since Anthony Davis had 973 tions leading the Badgers to victory. 
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Story By Shane G. Gilster » Photo courtesy of NU Media Relations. 


NU gives the Buffaloes a blowout bash 


Nebraska 52, Colorado 7 
Oct. 31, 1992 in Lincoln, Nebraska 

It was supposed to be a battle of two 
Top 10 teams. Both Nebraska and Colo- 
rado shared the No. 8 national ranking 
but after the game only one team showed. 
that they deserved it. 

The Cornhuskers proved to be a night- 
mare for the Buffaloes on a cold, drizzly 
Halloween night in Lincoln, winning in 
convincing fashion 52-7. 

NU was ready to get the monkey off 
its back for two main reasons. One, they 
hadn't beaten a Top 10 
team in four years and 
two, Colorado had a three 
year unbeaten streak 
against its Big Red rival. 

“Colorado has been 
bragging about their win 
streak and coach (Tom) 
Osborne said that if 
anybody has dominated 
this series, it’s us.’ said NU 
punter Mike Stigge. 

Nebraska, under the 
guidance of true fresh- 
man quarterback Tommie Frazier, took 
out its frustration on the Buffaloes in 
dominant fashion. 

The Cornhusker offense rolled up 
373 yards rushing, led by the “We-Back” 


oak A 


tandem of Calvin Jones and Derek Brown : 


with the help of Frazier. Jones scored 
three touchdowns in the first half as NU 
led 24-7 at halftime. 

The first half was highlighted by the 
“fumblerooskie” With a little over one 
minute left before halftime and Ne- 
braska leading 17-7, NU offensive guard 
Will Shields picked up the football and 
rumbled 16 yards on a crucial third down 
and four play. That play led to a Jones 


ee EE 
Huskers 'lllustrated. 
MUskers*Mlustrared 
a Fe 


» touchdown. 


Frazier, who threw for 55 yards on 4 


' of 12 passing, connected with both of his 
_ tight ends on short scoring strikes in the 
: second half, while NU fullbacks Lance 

_ Lewis and Cory Schlesinger also added 

' touchdowns on the ground to finish the 

: scoring for the Big Red. 


Comparing the two defenses, Colo- 


_ rado was supposed to have a big advan- 
_ tage over the Blackshirts. CU was ranked 
_ in the Top 20 in all defensive categories. 


But the biggest surprise in the game 
was the way the Nebraska 
defense shut down the 
Colorado offense which 
had the ball for only 17 
minutes. CU had 142 
yards of total offense with 
nine first downs. They 
were averaging 334 yards 
passing, which led the 
Big Eight. 

Osborne told his 
defense that if they didn't 
give up big plays then 
Colorado would have 
trouble moving the ball. “We did tell 
them to back up a bit and not give up the 
big ball, and we didn't do that; Osborne 
said. 

NU defensive tackle John Parrella led 
the Huskers with eight tackles, includ- 
ing three sacks while outside linebacker 
Travis Hill had two game changing plays. 
The first was an interception on CU's 
first drive, and later had a sack causing a 
fumble which he recovered. 

“All that stuff about we can’t win the 
big one ... I don't pay any attention to. If 
you have the better team, you're going to 


win. I get a little tired of it and I think the 


players do too; Osborne said. 
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Column by Butch Rasmussen 


In his day Dave Humm was 
the best passing quarterback in 
college football. His day was 
1972-74 as a Husker quarter- 
back. 

Dave became a first team All- 
America and a Heisman Trophy 
finalist during his senior season 
at Nebraska in 1974 and has 
been inducted into the Nebras- 
ka Football Hall Of Fame 

After completing his career 
in Lincoln Humm found his 
way to the Oakland Raiders in 
the 1975 draft, then on to Buffa- 
lo and Baltimore before ending 
his 10 year pro football career 
back with the Raiders. After his 
days in a football uniform he 
moved on to work in the Raid- 
ers broadcast booth. 

Sadly, today, all is not hum- 
ming in Dave's world. It was 
nearly 25 years ago that Humm 
was diagnosed with Multiple 
Sclerosis which was to cost him 
the use of his legs by 1997 and 
made him wheelchair bound for 
the past 18 years. 

The late Al Davis, Raiders 
owner and majority stock hold- 
er of the Oakland NFL franchise 
vowed to fight the MS battle with 
Humm and promised him a job 
for life in gratitude for Humm’s 
loyalty to the Raiders organiza- 
tion. Humm says he’s eternally 
grateful for that support. 

At one point when Humm 
felt MS would bring an end to 
his broadcasting career he called 
Davis to tell him he couldn't do 
it anymore. Davis hung up on 
him. Humm then received a 
phone call from Raider CEO 
Amy Trask who told Humm 
“you're not going any place just 
find a way”. 

Humm is 63 years old now 


and his name is still scattered 
through the passing record 
books for the Huskers more 
than 40 years after his playing 
career in Lincoln, a testament to 
his impressive accomplishments 
as the trigger man for the Husk- 
er’s offense back then. 

Today, although needing a 
nurse to assist him in his home, 
he still maintains his Raider 
broadcast duties as a remote co- 
host from his in-home broad- 
cast studio in Las Vegas. 

Humm sports a couple of 
Super Bowl rings. One for his 
roll as backup quarterback to 
the late Ken Stabler in Super 
Bowl XI where they defeated the 
Minnesota Vikings in the Rose 
Bowl and the second ring came 
as backup quarterback to Jim 
Plunkett in the Raiders victory 
over the Washington Redskins 
in Super Bowl XVII played at 
Tampa Florida. 

Several months ago Tom Os- 


42 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | OCTOBER 31, 2015 


borne checked in on Humm to 
see how he was doing and be- 
came concerned with Humm‘s 
difficulty in his ability to get 
his medical bills paid so Os- 
borne, always with a kind heart, 
thought Humm could benefit 
from some financial support 
and put a letter out to his for- 
mer players asking them to con- 
sider making a cash donation to 
Jerry Murtaugh’s foundation in 
Humm’s name. 

Murtaugh, an All-America 
linebacker for the Huskers 
(1968-70) organized The Ne- 
braska Greats Foundation with 
the help of other former Husker 
athletes for the purpose of offer- 
ing help when former Nebraska 
college athletes are dealt severe 
financial health care problems. 
Osborne said in the letter, “Da- 
vid has always been an upbeat 
type of guy” and his friends 
know he doesn’t want to be a 
charity case but we also know he 


has certain financial needs that 
he’ having difficulty meeting. 

Murtaugh’s foundation funds 
golf tournaments and other fun- 
draisers to raise money to help 
Dave Humm and at this time 3 
other former Nebraska athletes 
with their financial struggles due 
to overwhelming debt brought 
on by their medical costs associ- 
ated with their illnesses. 

Raising the necessary money 
is a struggle but Murtaugh says 
they're dedicated to getting this 
job done for these former ath- 
letes who once gave their all for 
Nebraska. 

If youd like to help Dave 
Humm and these other athletes 
through the Nebraska Greats 
Foundation please send your 
check no matter how small to 
Nebraska Greats Foundation, 
2813 So. 76th Ave, Omaha, NE 
68124. Check out the web site 
for more information on the 
foundaton. 


WOMEN’S 
BOWLING 


Junior - Lockport, Illinois 


Story by Lanny Holstein « Photo Courtesy of NU Media Relations 


Q: How did you become a captain? 


A: “Well, I didn’t really expect it. Last year we had our ; 
teaches to have nice, sound physical aspects to focus on 


meetings with coach, and we decided what we were going 


to do going forward in leadership roles, as a player, what- 
- your game up, make it simple and go from there. If you are 
_ focusing on having a straight follow through or a straight 
_ walk, you will be focusing on that and not the situation that 
you are in.” 


ever. I had no idea that they had this plan for me. They sat 
me down and said that I had come a long way and that I 
would be perfect for being a captain.” 

Q: What did that mean to you? 

A: “Tt meant a lot to me. I love this team. I’ve loved this 
likes to think that they put in the hard work and effort. This 


kind of rewards you for that, and it was really comforting.” 


Q: What did the coaches like about you in that role? 


Q: How did you end up at Nebraska? 


A: “T actually had no intention of coming to Nebraska. 
Halfway through my senior year I was planning on going 


999 


Nebraska? I don’t even know where that state is. 
Q: Have you ever rolled a 300? 


A: “Thave... in practice a couple times. Two or three times 


bowled a 300. She took a video and was like, “Congratula- 
tions!’ I was like, “That’s my first one by the way!’” 


Q: How do you deal with the pressure of a big bowling 
tournament? 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com 


A: “T think a lot of us know how to put that pressure aside 
and just focus on our physical game. Coach Straub really 


pretty much since the day we walk on campus, so it’s clean 


Q: Do you notice the TV cameras and the extra atten- 


_ tion when you are at the national championship? 
team that last two years, two and a half years, so it meant © 
a lot coming from a personal standpoint because everyone | 
year around. My freshman year I was freaking out because 
- you are on national television for the first time, and it’s hard 
not to look at them. After the first couple minutes, I think 
_ everyone can agree it just kind of settles. You are there to 
do your job.” 

A: “They really liked the communication style that I had. - 
They liked what I was like off the lanes as well, helping © 
people, reaching out in the community, how I interact with | 
my family, just things that you would expect from a leader.” - 
_ think Gazmine (Mason) is the most hilarious because you 
- don’t know what’s going to happen after she strikes. We are 
_all like ‘yes!’ and she goes crazy, which is hilarious, but just 
_ depending on the situation we are in, we just have fun with 
it” 
to this really small school in Iowa, but coach (Bill) Straub 
ended up coming to the biggest bowling tournament in my — 
high school area called “‘Strikefest.” He really liked what he | 
saw and contacted my coach. Initially, I was like, “Where is 
_ down, and then I have to test out the approaches before and 
_ make sure my thumb fits. So I'll do some practice swings 
_ with my bowling ball before the lanes come on and test the 
_ approaches. Besides that I just chill, listen to music, talk 
- with my teammates, talk with other teams.” 
in practice. My first time was last fall, and I was feeling re- © 
ally good about my game going into my sophomore year. I - 
was like, ‘I’m just going to go to Sun Valley and bowl some | 
games,’ and I was actually with Melanie Crawford, and I © 
gest time. I was like, ‘He’s so cool!’ and Parker Bohn III, 
- both of them I was pretty much obsessed with. As for wom- 
en, when I came to Nebraska and learned about Shannon 
-Pluhowsky, she’s been my favorite ever since and Diandra 
- (Asbaty), both of them.” 


A: “T think you just kind of get used to it, especially this 


Q: How do you celebrate a strike? 


A: “Everyone does their own little thing, individually. I 


Q: How do you get ready for an event? 


A: “T just make sure I have nice, cold water to calm me 


Q: Who are your bowling idols? 


A: “TI was just obsessed with Jason Belmonte for the lon- 
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: H U S ke rs WoO rki n g h a rd Nebraska oie et bevanesieente: 


Aug. 28 Tulsa W, 3-0 (1-0) 


to coordinate their pi oe Grane canyons ey) 


Vertical Challenge at Austin, Texas 

Sept. 4 Texas L,3-2 (3-1) 
Sept. 5 Oregon W, 3-2 (4-1) 
Ameritas Challenge at Devaney Center 
Sept. 11 UC Davis W, 3-0 (5-1) 
Sept. 12 USF W, 3-0 (6-1) 


Story by Bob Hamar « Photos by Mitch Otto Sept. 12Georgia Tech W,3-0 (7-1) 
John Cook has said this Nebraska team is all about serving, defense and blocking. Sept. 15 at Creighton W, 3-0 (8-1) 
The first two have been there all along. Although the Huskers don’t rank that high in | Sept. 19atlowa State W,3-1 (9-1) 
aces, Cook likes the way his team has served. Sept. 23 at lowa W, 3-0 (10-1) 
: ae Sept. 26 lowa W, 3-0 (11-1) 
And the back row defense has been there all year. The Huskers lead the Big Tenin digs | Qct.2 atPenn State  W, 3-2 (12-1) 
per set as of Oct. 20 at 16.06. Oct.3 at Ohio State L, 3- (12-2) 
Blocking is a different matter. The Huskers didn’t block that well early in the season, ay UP st State a ~ ane 
; . : P ct. ichigan , 3- q 
but their blocking has improved since then. Oct. 16 at Northwestern W, 3-0 (15-2) 
“We spend a lot of time working on it,” Cook said. “I hope we’re getting better and it | Oct. 17 at Illinois W, 3-0 (16-2) 
feels like we’re getting better, but again blocking at home is a little bit easier. When you go__| Oct. 23 Minnesota L,3-1 (16-3) 
on the road it’s a little bit tougher. Gyms are different. Fatigue. So their discipline has to be | Oct. 24 Wisconsin L,3-1 (16-4) 
, : : : » Oct. 30 Rutgers 7 p.m. 
really good. That’s why blocking on the road is a really big challenge. Oct. 31 Maryland 7pm 
The Huskers had moved up to fourth in the Big Ten in blocks per set (2.65) as of Oct. | Nov. 4 at Purdue 6 p.m. 
20. Their struggles earlier in the season probably shouldn’t be a surprise with so many |Nov.7 at Indiana 6 p.m. 
players playing different positions. Nov. 11 at Mich. State 6 p.m. 
FouiorAnuhee Holt df peed adie Hacker heat Twi Nov. 14 at Maryland 6 p.m. 
unior er Rolfzen moved from right side to middle blocker in the off season. Twin | Noy. 18 Indiana 7 p.m. 
sister Kadie Rolfzen went from left side to right during the season. Nov. 21 at Michigan 6:30 p.m 
Freshman Mikaela Foecke, a middle blocker in high school, started this season at right | Nov. 25 Illinois 7 p.m. 
side before moving to the left. Nov. 28 Penn State 7 p.m 


“Blocking is such a coordinated deal between the wing blockers and the middle block- nee Pheer is Rouge dere 


ers,” Cook said. “I mean they have to be together. The outside blockers have to make a | Dec. 17 NCAA Semis at Omaha 
great setup for the middle blockers. If they make a bad setup -- we had a couple bad setups__| Dec. 19 NCAA Final at Omaha 
against Michigan -- it looks bad on the middle blocker but the reality is it was the outside 
blocker who missed where they should have set up.” 

It’s been a big boost to the blocking to have Amber Rolfzen in the middle. Cook and his 
staff felt like she was the best blocking right side player in the conference a year ago. Now 
she might be the best blocker period. 

Cook looks at more than just ace blocks when he evaluates his team’s blocking, but 
Amber Rolfzen has moved to the top of the conference in that statistic with 1.63 blocks 
per set. She sees blocking as a strong suit for the Huskers this season. 

“Our offensive numbers haven’t been that great, but our defensive numbers have been 
really great,” she said. “Coach always says, ‘Defense wins championships.’ We’ re just re- 
ally focused on digging and blocking.” 

Good defense could pay off for the Huskers as they head into the stretch run. Rolfzen 
said all the players have improved blocking this season. 

“T think everybody because that’s one of coach’s biggest things,” Rolfzen said. “He 
wants us to be tough with the blocking. We do a lot of blocking every day. A lot of serving, 
a lot of passing, but a lot of blocking as well.” 

Libero Justine Wong-Orantes has been putting up huge dig numbers the past couple of 
weeks and is near the top of the Big Ten standings in that category. Wong-Orantes said a 
lot of that success is because of the block. 

“T think the block really put me in a good position,” Wong-Orantes said. “It’s always 
easy to play behind a great block set up, so credit to them for being in a great position and 
allowing me to be in a better position for making those digs.” 

Cook just wants to see his team block as well as it can, but he admits he probably will 
always look for more from the block. 

“I’m never satisfied with blocking because I see all the ones we miss,” Cook said. “But 
I think we’re getting more and more confident and comfortable.” 
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FOECKE SHOWS OFF HER SERVE 

Freshman outside hitter Mikaela 
Foecke is known as a big hitter up 
front. She can also serve a little bit as 
well. 

Foecke had back-to-back matches 
with five ace serves in each on a recent 
road trip to Northwestern and Illinois. 
Cook said Foecke has a serve that’s 
tough to handle 

“She just gets a lot of movement 
on it,” Cook said. “She has a big hand 
and the ball moves all over the place. 
It's one of those things, I don’t know if 
scientifically you could study it. I mean 
why does a baseball pitcher have more 
movement on their fastball than others. 
Somehow she gets a lot of movement on 
it and it goes everywhere.” 

Cook said Foecke’s serves were 
breaking two or three times at Illinois 
where there with big fans blowing dur- 
ing the match. Those fans just added the 
the knuckleball-type serves the coaches 
like. 

“We're always trying to serve knuck- 
leballs,” Cook said. “But some knuck- 
leballs just go straight and some really 
move. She gets hers to move.” 

Wong-Orantes sometimes has to 


| receive those serves in practice. She 
_ knows how tough that can be. 


“Seeing them all in practice every 
day we kind of know their tendencies, 
but Mikaela’s is kind of unpredictable 
because she has so much spin on it? 
Wong-Orantes said. “It’s really weird. 
It's kind of a hybrid. It’s a float with spin 
on it, so it’s kind of hard to control and 
it’s hard to really predict.” 

If it’s hard for her teammates to han- 
dle, it has to be much more difficult for 
opposing players who don’t see her ev- 
ery day. 

“For us we're more used to it;’ Wong- 
Orantes said. “We all know she has a 
good serve. It has some weird spin on 
it that allows passers to get frustrated.” 


BIG DIG NUMBERS 
FOR WONG-ORANTES 
5 » 


/ a 


Karch Kiraly, coach of the USA Na- 
tional Team, called Cook one morning 
to ask about Justine Wong-Orantes. 

She had been putting up big numbers 
in the digs department and that caught 
Kiraly’s attention. 

He asked cook where the Huskers 
were playing her, and Cook told him 
she was playing all three back row po- 
sitions depending on the personnel on 
the court at the time and where they 
expected the opponent to attack. 

It’s similar to what Cook did with 
Kayla Banwarth, currently a libero for 
Kiraly on the USA team, when she was 
with the Huskers. 

“We did that with Kayla too,” Cook 
said. “We moved her around a lot. 
Those guys are good volleyball play- 
ers. For them, it doesn’t matter where 
you have them. Some others are like I 
can only play this position. Anni (Al- 
brecht) is like I can only play middle 
back. 

“We work around Anni in that rota- 
tion and we work around other players 
in other rotations.” 


2015 


VOTE W714 LIL 
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HUNTER COMING ON AT SETTER 

Cook said sophomore setter Kelly 
Hunter is making great strides in her 
first season as a starter. 

Now Hunter is able to recognize 
what she’s done well and what she needs 
to do better. 

“She’s picking things up and follow- 
ing game plans really well,” Cook said. 
“She’s making a lot of progress as we go 
through this.” 

Wisconsin’s Lauren Carlini is one 
of the top setters in the nation. Cook 
said Carlini takes a lot of risks, which 
is good much of the time. He said she 
surprises opponents with her unpre- 
dictability and that keeps the blockers 
off balance. 

“Carlini makes the most difficult set,” 
Cook said. “She’s going to set it where 
you don't think she can.” 

Cook wants to see some of that from 
Hunter, but doesn’t want her to go as far 
with it as Carlini does. 

“T don't want Kelly doing that,” Cook 
said. “But Kelly is more comfortable 
now living on the edge a little more.” 
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